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TRINITY UNITED CHURCH 
  P. O. Box 25 Elmira, Ontario, N3B 2Z5 

Temporary Location 22 Florapine Rd. Floradale 
(Floradale Mennonite Church) 

519-669-5560 email: office@trinityunitedelmira.ca 
Website: www.trinityunitedelmira.ca 

 
Ministers:  All of us 
Clergy: Rev Sue Campbell  revsuetrinityelmira@gmail.com 
Music Director: Tony Domzella  adomzella@gmail.com 
Treasurer:  Katie Hackert (519) 502-2712 katiehbooks@gmail.com 
Office Staff:  Susan Beinarovics 
Children’s Program Coordinator: Kelly Moores trinitychildcoordinator@gmail.com 
Leadership Council Chair: Christy Humphrey clhumphr@gmail.com 

 
For information about other activities including weddings, baptisms, membership, etc. please 

contact the church office. 

 

Our Acknowledgement of the Land 

For thousands of years First Nations people have lived on this land.  Trinity United Church is 
situated on the Haldimand Tract, land that was granted to the Haudenosaunee of the Six 
Nations of the Grand River.  Our ministries are carried out within the traditional territories of the 
Haudenosaunee Iroquois, the Mississauga Anishinaabe, the Odawa Anishinaabe, and the 
Neutral Peoples. 
 
Acknowledging the territory and the people who have traditionally called it home supports our 
call to live out the United Church's apology to indigenous peoples and to live out our call to right 
relations. 

 

 

The Voice is the quarterly newsletter of Trinity United Church, Elmira; compiled by Susan Beinarovics. 

The Trinity Leadership Team decided to use The Voice newsletters as the Annual Report to Western 
Ontario Waterways Regional Council.  This newsletter is Chapter 4 of the 2021 Report. 
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Interspersed throughout this edition of The Voice are “Christmas 

Favourites” from our Leadership Team and Staff. 
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Engaging the Season of Advent 

For many the season of Advent means making a list and checking it twice.  It means shopping, baking 
and making arrangements for family gatherings.  It means putting up outdoor lights, decorating the tree, 
and opening the door of an Advent calendar. 
 
I love doing all these things but given that the roots of the Advent season are all about reflecting on how 
we can prepare our hearts to welcome Christ, it is also the time to consider not just the external 
preparations, but how we prepare on the inside. 
 
During worship, our community of faith will light Advent candles and pray for hope, peace, joy and love 
to enter our hearts and the world.  We will sing beloved carols and hear the good news of Christ’s birth 
through a pageant.  I will preach a series on the theme of Waiting and we will look to ancestors in the 
faith who can guide us on the theme of waiting:  Elizabeth and Zechariah, the Magi, Mary and Joseph. 
 
There is also an opportunity, however, to prepare as individuals and families.  At our house, we will light 
candles on our advent wreath and read a reflection from an Advent devotional book at supper.  (I would 
recommend Celebrating Abundance:Devotions for Advent by Walter Brueggemann or All I Really Want: 
Readings for a Modern Christmas by Quinn G. Caldwell.)  This year, I am also going to use my finger 
labyrinth each morning to lead me into prayer, beginning with this prayer that I adapted from one 
written Christine Sine. 

I walk this path with Christ 
Light before me, light behind me 
Light circling around me 

I walk this path with Christ 
Listening to the whispers of God’s voice 
Feeling the gentle touch of Christ’s presence 
Experiencing the grace of a companion on the journey 
Always enfolding me in the wonders of his love 

I walk this path with Christ 

 
 
How will you engage Advent this year?  I pray that whatever you choose, you will know that Christ 
accompanies you.  God cares deeply for you and for this world and will help you to deepen your faith. 
 
Advent Blessings, 
Rev. Sue 
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Worship Committee  
 
This fall, Rev. Sue led us through a sermon series entitled Follow Me: Becoming a Disciple of 
Jesus. Throughout this series we learned about historic discipleship as well as our role as 
disciples of Jesus. Kelly Moores led the last service in the series. Thank you for those inspiring 
services. 
 
The Christmas season approaches! We celebrate the first Sunday of Advent on November 28. 
Our Blue Christmas service will be held on Wed. Dec. 8 at 7 pm and it will be a shared service 
with the Floradale Mennonite congregation. Blue Christmas services offer comfort to those 
who are grieving during the holiday season or who find the season difficult. 
Advent 4 on December 19 will also be a shared service on Sunday morning at 10:30. This 
service will be a recorded pageant planned and organized by Kelly Moores, Rev. Sue Campbell 
and Floradale Pastor Anita Schroeder Kipfer. Some Trinity and Floradale families will be asked 
to make a video contribution to the pageant. 
Our Christmas Eve service, on Friday, December 24, will start at 7 pm and communion will be 
served. The Fresh Air service led by Kelly Moores will begin at 5 pm and FMC will be invited to 
attend. 
 
Floradale Mennonite has a Christmas tradition called, Journey to Bethlehem. Downstairs rooms 
and windows are decorated and congregants are invited to walk outside past the windows and 
enjoy the Christmas scenes. Trinity folk are invited to join the journey. Details will follow. 
Merry Christmas to all of our Trinity Family. We are thankful to be able to gather together at this 
holy time of year. 
 
Submitted by Jamie Groh - Worship Committee 
 

 
Battery Flameless Taper/Pillar Candles Needed for Christmas Eve (and other services) 

As you know, Floradale has a strict policy against real candles.  We 
are delighted to use their gift of a beautiful, flameless, battery 
Christ Candle each week.  We would also like to continue to use 
candles in various services throughout the year.  Beautiful, wax 
battery candles with a flickering flame are expensive so we are 
inviting you to donate one or more flameless, battery-operated 
candles (taper or pillar candles) that we would be able to use on 
Christmas Eve and for other services throughout the year.  Tea light 
battery candles are much cheaper but don't create the same 
ambiance as beautiful taper or pillar battery candles.  Thank you 
for helping us to create a sacred, beautiful and meaningful space! 
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Worship for Advent and Christmas 

We invite you to join us for any or all of our upcoming services 
to celebrate and honour the season 

 
Sun. Nov. 28  9:30 am  Fresh Air (outdoor) Service 

10:30 am  Advent 1 – Waiting with Elizabeth and Zechariah 
     Luke 1: 5-22 
 
Sun. Dec 5  10:30 am Advent 2 – Waiting with the Magi 
     Matthew 2: 1-4 
 
Wed. Dec 8  7:00 pm Joint Blue Christmas service with Floradale (in their  
     sanctuary) for all who have experienced a loss or are  
     finding the season difficult 
 
Sun. Dec 12  10:30 am Children’s Program 

10:30 am Advent 3 – Waiting with Mary and Joseph 
     Luke 1:26-38 & Matthew 1:18-25  
 
Sun. Dec 19  10:30 am Advent 4 – Join worship with Floradale (in their  
     sanctuary) featuring a video pageant 
 
Fri. Dec. 24  5:00 pm Fresh Air Christmas Eve service (outdoors) 
   7:00 pm Christmas Eve service with communion 
 
Sun. Dec 26  10:30 am Boxing Day Service of readings and reflections written  

by the Philanthropy Unit of the United Church of 
Canada 

 
Sun. Jan 2  10:30 am Carol Service 
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Leadership Team 

As we enter Advent, I've begun to pull out the decorations and lights, and am still trying to 
decide what to gift to friends and family.  Perhaps the decorations are already all up at your 
house, and your gifts are all wrapped!  Wherever we're at right now, be it preparations, 
scheduling of celebrations, various journeys at home, or within the church... I'm grateful for the 
community of Trinity and how it is reflected in The Voice.  
 
Please join me in thanking Susan Beinarovics for all her years of service as our Administrator, 
and for putting together this edition of The Voice, which is scheduled as her last.  She has 
compiled it 4 times each year for many years now, thoroughly, patiently, and with dedication.  
I'm particularly, extremely grateful for her patience as she has waited for my contributions, with 
the cheery manner we know and love her for! 

It was Susan's suggestion that members of the Leadership Team provide a favourite Christmas 
recipe, decoration, memory, etc. for this edition of The Voice, a challenge that we gladly 
accepted.  I hope you find something within them, be it inspiration, a reflection on your own 
memory, or simply the joy of reading them.  I likewise know that we all will read many things we 
are inspired by, able to reflect on, and enjoy reading, throughout this report on Trinity's 
happenings. 

Christy Humphrey, Chair 
on behalf of the Leadership Team 

 

 

Ministry & Personnel 

The M&P committee wish Susan a very happy retirement in January! We have appreciated her 
commitment to Trinity and her willingness to support our congregation during our move and 
while we get settled at Trinity.  
A search is currently underway for Susan's replacement. If anyone is interested or knows of 
anyone who would like a part-time role as administrator, please contact me. 
 
We extend holiday greetings to our dedicated staff! We appreciate their ongoing hard work as 
we head into the season of Advent and celebrate Christmas. 

Mary Feldskov 

mfeldskov@gmail.com, 519-669-5608 

  

mailto:mfeldskov@gmail.com
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In Memoriam 

Mildred MacFarlane, B.A. 

Peacefully passed away, surrounded by family, on Tuesday, October 
19, 2021 at Chartwell Elmira LTC, at the age of 86. 

Beloved wife of Robert “Bob” MacFarlane for 57 years. Loving 
mother of Kent (Kelly) and Scott (Fiona); and adoring grandma to 
Sarah and Melanie; Graeme and Iain. 

Predeceased by her parents Michael and Wilma (Koenig) Fuerst, and 
two brothers in infancy. 

Mildred overcame many health challenges in her youth with a 
determination and spirit which followed her throughout her life. 
She started her career as a teacher at Riverside Public School and 
then at John Mahood. While raising her family with Bob, Mildred 

continued her own education through correspondence, achieving her Bachelor of Arts degree 
from Wilfrid Laurier in 1991. She and her family loved spending time together at the cottage on 
Lake Rosalind. Mildred enjoyed knitting and other crafts, and also travelled extensively. She 
loved to sing, proudly participating several times in mass choir productions of Handel’s Messiah 
at the Centre in the Square. She was also a member of Chord Spinners and her church choir. 
She was a member of the United Church Women in Elmira, volunteered for Meals on Wheels, 
and was always ready to lend a hand and be a friend to others. Above all, Mildred was devoted 
to her family, especially to her grandchildren who gave her so much joy in her later years. She 
will be dearly missed. 

Visitation will be held on Monday, October 25, 2021 from 2-4 and 6-8 p.m. at the Dreisinger 
Funeral Home, 62 Arthur St. S., Elmira. A funeral service will take place at 11 a.m. on Tuesday, 
October 26, 2021 in the funeral home chapel with burial to follow in Elmira Union Cemetery. 
Please call the funeral home at 519-669-2207 to register your attendance for visitation and/or 
service. Masks are required at all events and distancing will be maintained. A livestream of the 
service will be available to view on Mildred’s tribute page of the funeral home website. 

Donations to Trinity United Church, Elmira or a charity of your choice would be appreciated by 
the family, and may be made through the funeral home. 

A special thank you to all of the friends, family, and community supports who helped care for 
Mildred during the last years of her life. 
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Marianne VanderVliet’s Favourite Tradition 

One of our Christmas traditions is opening our gifts Christmas Eve. It starts with an early 

potluck. After cleanup, we sit in a huge circle and open one gift at a time. With 17 people, it’s 
quite a process and can take hours. But this way, we get to see what everyone received and 
their reactions.  Then games and music. Food comes out again. We do the big turkey dinner 
spread on Christmas Day.  

This is a photo form our 2020 “COVID Christmas”. We had COVID-19 so we couldn’t celebrate 
with our family. It was my first Christmas without being with my family, ever. It was very weird 
to celebrate with just the 4 of us. I was not well enough to cook a turkey dinner, so our son 
made us steak. That was a first!  
Barbecue steak for Christmas 
dinner.  

I took this photo just before 
Christmas Eve. When I look at 
it now, it looks like a normal 
Christmas but, like most 
people, it was anything but a 
normal holiday last year.  

Even through being ill from 
COVID, I was very thankful that 
we had it quite mild and we all 
made it through just fine. God 
was with us, through our crazy 
COVID Christmas.   

Now, I’m looking forward to a 
normal family Christmas in 
2021, with all the fun and 
chaos, God willing.  

Happy Holidays to my church 
family! 
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Prayer for Advent 

Holy One, 
Give us the courage to be brave, as we prepare for Christ’s arrival, 
so that, like the Angels, we can reach out to the “unreachable,” 
like Elizabeth and Mary, we can receive unexpected messengers; 
and like the shepherds make peace with the special role we play in Christ’s story. 
Help us to be brave, as we prepare. 
Amen. 
—a prayer inspired by Advent Unwrapped 
 

 

From Jamie Groh 

Here’s a family favourite. These squares look nice on a serving plate 
with chocolate chow mien cookies. 

 

Strawberry ( or Raspberry) Lemon Slices 

Prep Time: 15 Minutes 
Baking Time: 48 Minutes 
Yield: 36 Slices 
Freezing: Excellent 

Ingredients 
 Crust 

 1 ½ cups  Robin Hood® Original All Purpose Flour 

 ½ cup icing sugar 

 ¼ tsp salt 

 ¾ cup cold butter, cubed 

 Filling 

 4 eggs 

 1 can  Eagle Brand® Regular or Low Fat Sweetened 

Condensed Milk 

 ½ cup lemon juice 

 2 tbsp grated lemon zest 

 1 Jar  Smucker’s® Pure Strawberry Jam (I prefer 

seedless raspberry jam) 

 Icing sugar for decoration 

Directions 

1. Preheat oven to 350°F (180°C). Grease and Line a 9” 

x 13” (3 L) baking dish with parchment paper, 

overlapping the longer sides for easy removal. 

2. Crust: Pour flour, icing sugar and salt into food 

processor bowl fitted with metal blade. Pulse until 

blended. Add cold, cubed butter and process 

mixture until it looks like little crumbs, about 15 

seconds. Transfer mixture to prepared pan and 

press firmly onto the bottom of pan. 

3. Bake in preheated oven 15 to 18 minutes, until 

edges are golden. 

4. Filling: Beat the eggs in a large bowl with a 

handheld whisk until they are well mixed. Add the 

sweetened condensed milk and beat until it is fully 

incorporated. Whisk in lemon juice and zest. 

5. Spread jam over hot crust. Pour filling over. 

6. Bake in preheated oven for 25 to 30 minutes, or 

until filling has set. 

7. Enjoy! 

http://www.adventunwrapped.ca/
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Sisters United 2.0 
 
 A few years ago, some younger women in the church began to gather monthly for a sacred 
pause, a time of sharing, and prayer.  When COVID put an end to in-person gatherings, the 
group met online, although the pressure on parents who were juggling their own work with 
online schooling made it difficult to meet regularly.  Now that we are back to meeting in-person, 
Sisters United has been resurrected. 
 
Given the renewed call and commitment to indigenous relations in Canada in the aftermath of 
the discovery of unmarked graves of children who attended residential schools, alongside our 
call as Christians to face the legacy and impact of residential schools, Sisters United has decided 
to focus on indigenous issues over the next few months. 
 
Our plan going forward includes: 
 

 Jan - we each bring a clip to share (YouTube, news item, podcast, TED talk, song) to do with 
indigenous issues  

 
 Feb - we discuss the novel Five Little Indians by Michelle Good.  It's a challenging read because 

of the material but it's great at giving an overview through the five characters who experienced 
life in residential school and how it impacted their lives once they left. 

 
 Mar - discuss United Church of Canada materials that have been produced on this topic and 

review the Truth and Reconciliation calls to action 

 
 Apr - do a field trip to the Woodland Cultural Centre in Branford (the former site of the Mohawk 

Institute Residential School) and decide if there is an action we would like to follow up on 

 
All younger women are invited to join this renewed Sisters United group! 
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Kelly Moores’ Favourite Christmas Tradition: 

One of my favourite Christmas traditions didn’t start in my family until I was 15. My Nanny (my 
maternal grandmother) had passed away over the holidays the year before, and my Mom was 
having a blue Christmas, her first one without her mom. On Christmas Eve she was looking for a 
distraction, and we took a series of hilarious family portraits with a camera self timer. We did 
several different silly themes. This morphed into an annual tradition of a silly and fun family 
activity on Christmas Eve. Over the years it included a scavenger hunt, silly string fight, piñata, 
blindfolded gingerbread decorating, to name a few. I am excited about developing these sort of 
fun traditions that bring Christmas joy with my own children as they grow.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Prayer for Advent 
 
Holy One, 
Give us the courage to be welcoming, as we prepare for Christ’s arrival, 
so that, like the Innkeeper and animals, we can share what we can, 
like Mary and Joseph, we can trust in the kindness of others, 
and like the Holy Family, appreciate the unexpected joy in Christ’s story. 
Help us to be welcoming, as we prepare. 
Amen. 
—a prayer inspired by Advent Unwrapped 
  

http://www.adventunwrapped.ca/
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Randy Warren’s Favourite: 
 Christmas Songs: 
        Silent Night, Holy Night 
        Silver Bells 
 
Christmas movies to watch every year: 
        Elf 
        Home Alone (1st and 2nd one) 
        The Sound of Music         
 
Christmas Tradition: 
        Christmas stockings hung on the fireplace.  First thing to see and go through on Christmas 
morning  
        Christmas pudding for dessert, with lots of caramel sauce 
 
Two items to make every Christmas:  
  Shortbread and fudge (recipes follow) 

 

Shortbread Cookies 

3 cups flour 
2 cups butter 
1 cup cornstarch 
1 cup icing sugar 
1 tsp vanilla 
1 tsp almond extract 
 

Mix, mix, and mix with your hands until nice 
and soft and all ingredients combined.   

You can then put in a cookie press and do 
cookies using the press, or roll out and cut 
out cookies using cookie cutter.   (Note – if 
cutting out cookies, I find putting the mixed 
up dough in the fridge for 10 to 15 minutes 
first before rolling it out makes it much 
easier). 

Bake at 325 F for 15 minutes (20 minutes or 
so for thick cookies) or until golden brown 

Decorate with sprinkles.  You  can also use 
the Buttercream Icing recipe for decorating. 

Buttercream Icing 

 

½ cup shortening 

½ cup butter 

1.5 tsp vanilla 

5 cups icing sugar 

3 tbsp milk 

In a large mixing bowl cream butter and 
shortening with mixer.  Add vanilla.  
Gradually add sugar, one cup at a time, 
beating well on medium speed.  Scrape the 
sides and bottom of bowl often.  When all 
the sugar has been mixed in, icing will 
appear dry.  Add milk and beat at high 
speed until light and fluffy.  Keep icing 
covered with a damp cloth until you are 
ready to decorate.  For best results, keep 
icing bowl in fridge when not in use.  
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Peanut Butter and Marshmallow Fudge 

 

1 lb white baking chocolate, chopped 
¾ cup creamy peanut butter 
1 14 oz can sweetened condensed milk 
1 tbsp vanilla 
1 tsp kosher salt 
3 cups tiny marshmallows 
2 cups salted, roasted peanuts chopped 
Sea salt flakes (if you want) 
Turbinado sugar (if you want) 
 
Directions: 

1) Grease a 9 inch square baking pan.   

Line with parchment paper, allowing 

edges to extend over pan.   Grease the 

paper. 

2) Place chocolate and peanut butter in a 

large heat proof bowl.  Set bowl over a 

pan of simmering water (Do not let 

bottom of bowl touch the water).   Stir 

occasionally until melted and smooth.  

Add sweetened condensed milk, vanilla 

and kosher salt, stir to combine.  

Remove from heat. 

3) Add marshmallows and nuts, stir until 

combined (marshmallows will not melt). 

4) Transfer to prepared pan.   Cover with 

plastic wrap, flatten evenly with hands.  

Remove plastic warp.  Sprinkle with sea 

salt flakes and turbinado sugar. 

5) Cover and chill 2 hours or until firm.  

Cut into 1 inch pieces.  Will make about 

80 pieces 

To store: 

Layer fudge between waxed paper in an 
airtight container.  Refrigerate up to 1 
month or freeze up to 2 months.  

 

 

Gifts with Vision 

Create New Beginnings: Gifts with Vision offers new gifts and new hope. 
 
Learn more here: http://ow.ly/FtTp50GKjEK 
 
#UCCan #GiftswithVision #MakeaDifference 

  

http://ow.ly/FtTp50GKjEK?fbclid=IwAR0rFf-NUay8VtkDHZiX5N5zjArbttxpEjLLgetLmSHbfTXBMKO0d00ExPU
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/uccan?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWc_OmTj2cOytlVHVi_rhbnGR-8qlVmdHm5SgTxp-TYOx-ZtNag5LzyCxjOn257nTbYhz3yUnMfjIaQTRUkMetm1EmzQkScuq3yV7u89wed7g0DqQYdvUpwmYu_l0rYBtRrtv4LfexluN10TSSqJBydEymP78FK6UFFMMo1XOloLQ&__tn__=*NK*F
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/giftswithvision?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWc_OmTj2cOytlVHVi_rhbnGR-8qlVmdHm5SgTxp-TYOx-ZtNag5LzyCxjOn257nTbYhz3yUnMfjIaQTRUkMetm1EmzQkScuq3yV7u89wed7g0DqQYdvUpwmYu_l0rYBtRrtv4LfexluN10TSSqJBydEymP78FK6UFFMMo1XOloLQ&__tn__=*NK*F
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/makeadifference?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZWc_OmTj2cOytlVHVi_rhbnGR-8qlVmdHm5SgTxp-TYOx-ZtNag5LzyCxjOn257nTbYhz3yUnMfjIaQTRUkMetm1EmzQkScuq3yV7u89wed7g0DqQYdvUpwmYu_l0rYBtRrtv4LfexluN10TSSqJBydEymP78FK6UFFMMo1XOloLQ&__tn__=*NK*F
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Karen Ross’s Favourite Christmas Decorations 

It’s that time of year to think about decorating the house for Christmas.  While I usually 
begin putting out décor around December 1, the Christmas tree doesn’t go up until the week 
before Christmas.  For a few years, we had 2 Christmas trees, one real and one artificial, and we 
had enough decorations to fill both!  Now, we have just one artificial tree, and it is loaded with 
decorations collected from family, friends and souvenirs from our trips. 

 
I have so many favourite decorations and it is 

a challenge to choose only one. But it should come 
as no surprise to those who know me that owls are 
among my favourites.  I do have quite a collection of 
owl decorations, thanks to Hallmark Ornaments 
which featured a series of owls during the 1980’s.  
One year I received 3 Snowy Owl Carolers; there is 
no such thing as too many owls! 
 

 
I also have a number of sewing-themed 
decorations, again thanks to Hallmark’s 
thimble series in the 1980’s.  
How cute are these! 
 
 
 
 

So you can see, it is a challenge to choose just one favourite decoration.  They all have to go on 
the tree! 
 

Wishing everyone hope, love, peace and joy of Christmas! 
Karen Ross 
 
 
 
All Saint’s Sunday 
On Sunday October 31 we honoured the memory of 
loved ones who have died. We placed their names 
on this tree. 
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Finance and Property  

Our financial situation as of the end of October 2021 was: 

 

Income                                $120,219.39 

Expenses                           ($149,803.67) 

Rental Income                     $  14,346.77 

Solar panel income              $    2,200.00   (approx.) 

 

Net Deficit                           ( $ 13,037.51) 

 

It would be fantastic to end this year without a deficit, so please consider: 
 

 Making sure you continue to make your gifts to the church each week, even if you aren't 
getting out to the service. 

 Making an extra gift to the church in December. 

If you aren’t coming to the services yet, but you want to make your gift to the church, please 
feel free to mail it, just be sure you mail it to Trinity United Church, PO Box #25, Elmira, ON  N3B 
2Z5.    Or feel free to drop it off to Randy Warren at 33 William Street, Elmira) 

All gifts to be counted for 2021 and to be included in your 2021 tax receipt must be received by 
4 pm, Tuesday December 28. 

As previously shared, Citizens Church is making use of our old space until the building is torn 
down.  Citizens Church is paying the majority of the expenses (ie heat, hydro, water, snow 
plowing, maintenance costs), so there is very little impact to us financially during the time they 
are using it.    They are very grateful for the space and I am sure they will take fantastic care of 
it.    They have already repaired a leak in the roof, patched up all of the holes in the parking lot 
and bought some replacement parts for the boiler, which they did on their own initiative and at 
their own expense.   A huge thanks to Brad Roth for taking the time to meet with Citizens 
Church and go over the operation of the boiler, which they were able to get up and running 
without any issues.  

 

Submitted by:   Randy Warren 
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The Nativity Connection 

Like many families, I grew up with a nativity set.  It was made of painted porcelain figures – all 
of them with white skin except one wise man.  It didn’t do much to draw me into the Christmas 
story.  The figures were too fragile, too Renaissance with their elaborate flowing robes and 
perfect skin. 

When I was in my late 20’s, a friend gifted me with 
a cedar-carved nativity set from South America.  
It’s a simple set, with minimal details but I 
immediately felt drawn to it because of its natural 
simplicity and place of origin.  It just seemed more 
down to earth and I felt more connected to the 
Christmas story. 

The smell of the cedar when I unwrap each figure 
on the first Sunday of Advent brings deep joy and 
turns my heart towards reflection on the 
Christmas story.  I have collected nativity sets from 
different cultures ever since. 

 

Our native nativity set includes wise ones 
offering gifts of a beaver pelt, fox fur, and 
squash.  Every time I look at these figures I’m 
reminded of The Huron Carol and the 
importance of each culture finding its own 
meaning in the story of Jesus’ birth. 

 

 

 

 

Our Hawaiian nativity is made from coconut shells and seashells with an 
angel playing the Hawaiian guitar.  
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But among my favourites is a set I purchased from an artisan in Bethlehem in 2012.  It is carved 
from olive wood and set in the bark of an olive tree.  Olive wood is a beautiful wood noted for 
its diverse variety of natural color and tonal depth.  It also happens to be resistant to decay.  I 
learned that skilled artisan carvers take about seven years to learn their craft.  

          

 

The store where I purchased the set was a few hundred metres from the wall separating 
Bethlehem from the rest of the West Bank, effectively isolating Palestinians.  The carvers 
depend on tourists for their survival but increasingly, the Israeli-approved tourist guides do not 
take tourists there.  Our Palestinian Christian tour guide spent hours each day commuting the 
10km from his home in Bethlehem to Jerusalem because of having to wait at various check 
points.  

Each year, through the Advent and Christmas seasons, I pray for those Christians in the 
countries represented by these nativity sets.  I pray for healing and hope and peace to be 
widespread.  I pray for a deeper connection to the ways of Jesus for myself.  

The figures of our nativity sets may be simple or rich in design, made in porcelain or wood, 
purchased from Walmart or Oxfam.  But I pray that they might lead us deeper into the heart of 
the Christ Child and his message of hope, peace, joy and love. 

Rev. Sue 
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Thanks to Barb Taylor for 
delivering copies of the 
sermons and The Voice. 

If you would like a 
printed copy of the 
sermon delivered to you, 
contact the office at  
519-669-5560  

Thanks to Chris Moore for setting 
us up with a Zoom phone account 
and a couple of shiny new phones! 

 (still 519-669-5560) 

 

Thanks to the decorating team Jamie Groh, 
Marion Lambert, Karen Ross, Susan 
Beinarovics and Rev. Sue who, following 
the vision of our leader, Marianne 
VanderVliet, have added the beauty of the 
season to our worship space . 

Thanks to Tony Domzella for 
setting up the tech in our worship 
space and making sure the 
worship video gets sent out each 
week. 

“Sorry, Jamie, the ribbon goes on first” 
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Lemon Butter Sno Bars 

These are always a favourite of mine to snatch off my mom's goodie tray.  I rarely do Christmas 
baking of my own, but I've enjoyed making these easy, squeezy lemon bars and sharing them 
with others! 

Baking with few ingredients is the best - because let's face it, I'm usually making things at the 
last minute!  This one only has 6 common ingredients:  butter, flour, sugar, baking powder, 
lemon juice and icing sugar. 

Prep and bake time: about an hour.  
Crust 

1/2 cup butter, softened 
1 1/3 cups flour 
1/4 cup white sugar 

Combine crust ingredients and pat into an ungreased 8" square 
pan.  Bake for 15 to 20 minutes at 350F. 
 
Filling  

2 eggs 
3/4 cup white sugar 
2 tbsp flour 
1/4 tsp baking powder 
3 tbsp lemon juice 

 
Combine all the filling ingredients and pour over the baked crust.  Bake again for 18 to 20 
minutes still at 350F. 

Sprinkle icing sugar over with a sifter or sieve, and cool.  

Christy Humphrey 

 

 

The Mission of The United Church of Canada, as approved by the 

43rd General Council: 

For more information about the statement, go to The United 

Church of Canada website (united-church.ca) or the Facebook 

page of Moderator Richard Bott. 
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WESTERN ONTARIO WATERWAYS REGIONAL COUNCIL 

 

 

REPORT FROM THE FALL MEETING, 
November 12-13, 2021 

The Fall meeting of Western Ontario 
Waterways Regional Council (WOWRC) was 
held virtually via ZOOM on November 12-
13, 2021.  Karen Ross and Rev. Sue Campbell 
represented Trinity (Mary Feldskov wasn’t 
able to attend). Rev. Sue was also part of 
the worship team for the meeting. 

This meeting had the usual business items 
such as reports from the various 
commissions (Human Resources, Covenant, 
Mission & Discipleship), and the Staff 
Support Committee. The Financial 
Statements to date, and the proposed 
Operating Budget for 2022 were presented. 
There were opportunities for worship 
around the theme “Resurrected not 
Resuscitated”, too, although it wasn’t quite 
the same online as it would have been in 
person. Rev. Gavin Williams from Mount 
Forest UC was ordained, and Rev. Young Seo 
from Alma UC was admitted to The United 
Church of Canada at an evening service held 
at Melville UC, Fergus on November 13. 

If you would like more information about 
the Fall Meeting, please look at the Western 
Ontario Waterways Regional Council 
website https://wowrcucc.ca/ 

 

 

GENERAL COUNCIL 44 

For the first time in the 97-year history of 
The United Church, the triennial meeting of 
the General Council of The United Church of 
Canada will not be in person. 
Commissioners elected from the 16 regional 
councils and the National Indigenous 
Council will gather for worship, learning, 
prayer, discussion, and decision entirely 
online. The names of the15 Commissioners 
representing WOWRC can be found on the 
WOWRC website General Council 44 - 
Western Ontario Waterways Regional 
Council 
(wowrcucc.ca) 

GC44 is planning to 
meet from 
February to August 
2022.  Now, that 
sounds like a really 
long church 
meeting!!!  But, the meetings are in 
segments, with the bulk of the decision-
making happening in July. The election of a 
new Moderator will take place in July. The 
theme of GC44 is “Who do you say I am?”   

If you are interested, you can read further 
information about GC44 at 
generalcouncil44.ca  

  

https://wowrcucc.ca/
https://wowrcucc.ca/general-council-44/
https://wowrcucc.ca/general-council-44/
https://wowrcucc.ca/general-council-44/
https://wowrcucc.ca/general-council-44/
https://generalcouncil44.ca/
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YOUTH FORUM AT GENERAL COUNCIL 44  
Delegate Application deadline December 15, 2021 

  
Are you ready to lead the church into the future?!  If so, why not apply to become a General 
Council 44 Youth Forum Delegate?  And yes, SUMMER EMPLOYMENT is also part of Youth 
Forum at GC44!  You will be paid for your participation, leadership, and dedication to General 
Council. 
 
General Council is the United Church of Canada’s triennial business meeting where justice issues 
are discussed, visions are cast, proposals are examined, decisions are made, and inspiring 
worship and community are offered. The voices of leaders ages 15-19 are needed to speak into 
this space. If you would like to have an impact on the direction of the church now and into the 
future, please apply Youth Forum Delegate Application - Western Ontario Waterways Regional 
Council (wowrcucc.ca) 
This application is for youth ages 15 – 19 to apply to the youth intern position.  Each Regional 
Council will have 5 youth intern positions.   Questions?  Please reach out to: 
Kathy Douglas, Minister Faith Formation,  kdouglas@united-church.ca 
 

 
 

Trinity Reads Book Club 

As the hymn goes,  “Come as you are to worship…” and it applies to 
Book Club too! 

Our book club has enjoyed meeting in person this fall. 

Here’s the list of books we read and discussed.   New members are 
always welcome. 

 

MONTH   BOOK   AUTHOR  FACILITATOR 

Sept 2021 The Invention of 
Wings 

Sue Monk Kidd Sue Campbell 

Oct 2021 Orphan Train Christina Baker 
Kline 

Sheryl Bertrand 

Nov 2021 Educated Tara Westover Lynda Hastings 
 

Dec 2021 The Curious Charms 
of Arthur Peppler 

Phaedra Patrick Janet Morlock 

  

https://wowrcucc.ca/youth-forum-delegate-application/
https://wowrcucc.ca/youth-forum-delegate-application/
mailto:kdouglas@united-church.ca


83 
 

Children’s Program & Fresh Air 
 
Get Ready! Christmas is coming. It is amazing to me how Christmas comes at the same time 
every year, but every year I feel as though I’m chasing the eight ball to get ready. By the time 
I’ve hosted thanksgiving, prepped costumes, candy, and jack-o'lanterns for Halloween, I wake 
up and BAM the stores are full of Christmas decorations, lights are going up, and Advent is right 
around the corner. It’s so easy to focus on getting ready for the ceremonial and family 
traditions side of Christmas that we don’t always leave ourselves space or time to prepare our 
hearts and spirits for the arrival of the Christ-child.  
 

Fresh Air will be offering an opportunity for just that preparation with an advent gathering 
called Get Ready Nov 28th at 9:30. All ages are welcome to join for our time of walking, 
reflection, and fellowship. 
 

There will also be a Children’s Program on Dec 12 at 10:30 called Gifts for the Animals. We will 
be getting ready for Christmas by extending hospitality to the local wildlife by making animal 
friendly outdoor Christmas tree ornaments. Pre-registration is helpful, email 
trinitychildcoordinator@gmail.com  
 

Fresh Air Christmas Eve Service will take place on Dec 24 at 5:00pm. It will be dark by this time 
especially in the forest, and while that will create a magical atmosphere, for safety please bring 
a flashlight or battery operated lantern.  
 

Happy Advent and Merry Christmas 
Kelly Moores 
 
 
 
 
  Mary Feldskov’s Grandma cookies (sugar cookies) 
This was my great-grandmother's recipe, and are a Christmas staple in our family!  These make 
excellent cookies for decorating, or make into a cookie sandwich using filling such as dates, 
icing, nutella, etc. 
 
3 eggs 
1 cup butter 
1 cup brown sugar 
3 cup flour 
1 tsp. salt 
3 tsp. baking powder 
1 tsp. vanilla OR lemon OR mint flavouring 
 
Cream butter and brown sugar. Add eggs, one at a time, and beat well after each. Add dry 
ingredients. Add more flour, if necessary, to make a soft dough. Roll and cut. Bake at 350F until 
light brown.  

mailto:trinitychildcoordinator@gmail.com
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It started on Sept. 7th ended on Oct. 25th, involved 43 families, 130 children, took 9 volunteers 
helping in different capacities and countless donations – what was it??? 

Trinity’s annual winter wear drive for Woolwich children in need from new-born to age 18. 

This was the 7th year for Trinity to run this charity in partnership with Woolwich Community 
Services. It started with WCS putting a call out to their clients to determine the need. Over 
several weeks families provide WCS with a list of their priority 1, 2 and 3 items for each child. At 
the same time Trinity United and Floradale Mennonite congregations were asked for donations 
of the financial and gently used variety. In addition to these two congregations, PIB and 
anonymous donors gave directly to WCS. After physical donations were matched to the needs 
list and all financial donations were received shoppers were armed with shopping lists of boots, 
coats, snow pants and snowsuits to fill the priority #1 
items. These shoppers scanned for deals and used 
whatever wits they had to get the best items at the 
lowest price. 

There were several rounds of matching and shopping 
until all the priority #1 items were met or the money ran 
out, whichever came first.  

Once items were labeled by child and family, they were 
bundled up and ready for WCS to arrive for pick up and 
distribution at their Church St. location.   

This year the need and response was at an all time high. 
Compared to last year there were 7 more families and 
37 more children that needed assistance. The total 
financial donations collected was $3,267, $1,000 more 
than 2020. Between the physical donations and the 
shopping 162 items were matched and all top needs 
were met! 

Thank you to everyone who donated what they could to this worthy cause within our 
community. We are a small and mighty congregation. Thank you to Nancy and Frank Cooper, 
Eileen Gingrich and Wally Martin, Deb Wells, Rev. Sue and Rev. John and Susan Beinarovics for 
their help doing one or many of these jobs: shopping, matching, bundling, carrying, and playing 
key baton (inside joke).  

If this article has sparked your interest and you missed out this year or want to participate again 
or in a larger capacity this gives you the timing and job descriptions of how and when you can 
help. The Winter Wear Crew welcomes the help.  

Until next year, God Bless, Lisa Howell    
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Susan Beinarovics’ Favourite Christmas Tradition 

Making sugar cookies just like my mom did. I even have the same 
cookies cutters! 

 I also have one or two (hundred?) Snoopy decorations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

UCW Report 

At last we are meeting “in person” and it feels good.  Good turnout at both meetings in our new 
church location (which is very nice). 

Reverend Anita gave an interesting and informative talk on the history of the Mennonite church 
- world wide and locally, at our early September meeting.  We “checked in” with one another at 
the end of the meeting and so got caught up a bit. 

Early November was our second meeting and again about 15 ladies came out. Our own “Mary 
Feldskov” was the speaker, talking to us about telephones and how we can use them to our 
senior’s advantage.  It is amazing what smart phones can do and Mary presented it in a lively, 
friendly fashion. 

Nationally and provincially UCW executives are still at work and hold quite a number of ZOOM 
calls.  The really big event coming up is the SIXTIETH ANNIVERSARY OF UCW which is being 
celebrated nationally in Sydney, Nova Scotia July 2022. 

And our own big event coming up is our CHRISTMAS UCW CELEBRATION Thursday, December 
16  2:00 pm at Trinity United Church (at Floradale Mennonite Church) 
Details of this Christmas Party will be in the weekly announcements. 
—-Lyn Schwindt 
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Buy Less Christmas Shopping Guide for All Ages

The key to buying less at Christmas is to 
ask yourself what you have to offer the 
people you love. We often rely on presents to 
communicate who we are and how we feel 
about our family and friends, but how can 
you can build closer connections with your 
loved ones by spending time with them or 
offering acts of service?

While suggestions have been made for specific 
age groups, the ideas are all interchangeable. 
Take a kid to a play! Send a care package to 
a senior! Feel free to mix and match ideas 
according to the people in your life.

Don’t be afraid of a Buy Less Christmas. Some 
people may be offended by a re-gift or a box 
of cookies, but that’s their choice. Most people 
will be delighted by the amount of time you 
spent thinking of them and preparing your 
gift.

Think of this idea as a spiritual practice, 
getting you ready for the Christmas event. 
If you can shrug off some of the frenzy and 
return to the values of community and 
simplicity, you will find this Christmas to be 
rich and full of surprises!

KIDS
Anyone giving Christmas gifts to children 
wants that big WOW when the wrapping 
comes off, but often the wow gifts end up in 
the landfill or thrift store within six months. 
Try to think about what will last or make 
memories for the kids in your life.

What About
 � Collecting your favourite books from when 
you were their age, either re-gifted or found 
at a second-hand store.

 � Assembling a kit that enables them to 
participate at home: a basket of baking 
gear, a toolbox, their own bucket of 
cleaning supplies, a small snow shovel, or a 
gardening kit. Children want to be involved 
and often just need someone to include 
them and help them see what they have to 
give. You could do these activities together.

 � Creating a photo album: Kids rarely have 
regular access to photos of themselves and 
their lives, so use an online scrapbooking 
service, go old school and print photos, or 
make a clothesline they can hang in their 
room and clip photos to.
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TEENS
Teens are discovering who they are in the 
context of the culture around them, and they 
are distinguishing themselves from family and 
friends. Learn more about the teens in your 
life and what they are into, and then meet 
them where they’re at. This can be hard if you 
don’t share interests, but making the effort 
will show that you value the relationship.

What About
 � Going on a date: Maybe go on one that 
involves doing something you wouldn’t 
ordinarily do. It could be a sports game, 
concert, comic convention, or movie.

 � Going to a restaurant or specialty café of the 
teen’s choosing.

 � Finding a unique item in a vintage shop 
that would be something only your teen 
would have.

YOUNG ADULTS
People in early adulthood are busy juggling 
school, work (or the stress of underemploy-
ment), relationships, and family. They are 
often not taking care of themselves and are 
living far from family and support systems.

What About
 � Creating a care package of food you have 
made.

 � Making a booklet of your favourite recipes 
and including ingredients.

 � Assembling dry soup mixes or cookie mixes 
in jars.

 � Offering to make and deliver food the 
next time they are having friends over, or 
promising a homemade pie for a special 
occasion

MIDDLE-AGERS
People in middle age have a to-do list a mile 
long. Coming up with a gift requires thinking 
about what you’re good at and what services 
you could offer. This idea can be tricky 
because some people are too proud to accept 
help, but it could nudge them into being 
more gracious as they receive. What are your 
passions, hobbies, or skills?

What About
 � Offering childminding, yardwork, cleaning, 
repair, painting.

 � Creating a book of coupons for services your 
loved one could redeem at any time.

 � Allowing them to get away for a weekend 
while you take care of whatever/whomever 
is left at home.

RETIRED PEOPLE AND SENIORS
Folks of retirement age often have every 
material thing they want or need. They 
recognize that true value rests in relationships 
and time spent together. Some are keen to 
spend time acquiring new skills in this stage 
of life, all of which makes them the best 
candidates for receiving a Buy Less Christmas 
gift. 

What About
Try doing these things together: 

 � Go to a show, gallery, play, or music festival.

 � Volunteer somewhere as a way of giving 
back to the community.

 � Register for some classes: painting, 
woodworking, a new language, or yoga.
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Christmas Gift Books 

Books about faith and Christmas to give to children and 
grandchildren. 
 
Selected from the Rev. Susan Lukey’s library (some may only 
be available used). 

Pre-School 
The Animals’ Christmas Eve by Gale Wiersum (Golden Book, 
1977) 
Baby Jesus Is Missing by Dixie Phillips (Guardian Angel, 2009) 
Bless Us All: A Child’s Yearbook of Blessings by Cynthia Rylant (Simon & Schuster, 1998) 
The Christmas Fox by Anik McGrory (Knopf, 2016) 

Christmas in the Barn by Margaret Wise Brown (Harper, 2016) 
God Gave Us Christmas by Lisa Tawn Bergren (WaterBrook Press, 2006) 
Jesus’ Christmas Party by Nicholas Allan (Random House, 1991) 
The Lord’s Prayer by Rick Warren and Richard Jesse Watson (ZonderKidz, 2010) 
Room for a Little One by Martin Waddell (Simon & Schuster, 2004) 
The Stable Where Jesus Was Born by Rhonda Gowler Greene (Atheneum, 2002) 
This Is the Stable by Cynthia Cotton (Macmillan, 2006) 
What Can I Give Him? by Debi Gliori (Bloomsbury, 2008) 
Who Is Coming to Our House? by Joseph Slate (GP Putnam, 1988) 
You Are My Miracle by Maryann Cusimano Love (Penguin, 2012) 

Elementary 
Children of God Storybook Bible by Archbishop Desmond Tutu (ZonderKidz, 2010) 
Christmas Tapestry by Patricia Polacco (Puffin, 2002) 
The Give-Away by Ray Buckley (Abingdon, 1999) 
Humphrey’s First Christmas by Carol Heye (Ideals, 2007) 
The Last Straw by Fredrick H. Thury (Charlesbridge, 2009) 
Listen, Said the Donkey by Jean Little (Northwinds Press, 2006) 
Mary’s Treasure Box by Carolyn Walz Kramlich (Thomas Nelson, 1998) 
Psalms for Young Children by Marie-Helene Delval (Eerdmans, 2003) 
Santa’s Favourite Story by Hisako Aoki (Simon & Schuster, 1982) 
Simeon’s Gift by Julie Andrews Edwards and Emma Walton Hamilton (HarperCollins, 2003) 
Star of Wonder by Mary Lee Wile (Forward Movement, 2012) 
Unwrapping the Christmas Creche by Lisa Filinn and Barbara Younger (Abingdon, 2005) 
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Youth 
The Best Christmas Stories Ever (includes The Gift of the Magi, The Fir Tree, The Little Match-
Girl) (Scholastic 1991) 
Dear Canada: A Time for Giving—Ten Tales for Christmas by Jean Little et al. (Scholastic, 2015) 

(Other Dear Canada Christmas titles include A Season for Miracles and A Christmas to 
Remember) 

The Handmaid and the Carpenter by Elizabeth Berg (Random House, 2005) 
A Midnight Clear Selected Family Christmas Stories by Katherine Paterson (Scholastic, 1995) 
Santa & Pete: A Novel of Christmas Present and Past by Christopher Moore and Pamela Johnson 
(Simon & Schuster, 1998) 

Family 

Celebrate Kwanzaa by Carolyn Otto (National Geographic, 2008) (Part of the Holidays around 
the World series) 

Deep Blue Bible Storybook (Abingdon Press, 2016) 
The Golden Rule by Ilene Cooper (Abrams, 2007) 
Jingle Bells by Iza Trapani (Charlesbridge, 2005) (Christmas around the world theme) 
Unwrapping the Greatest Gift: A Family Celebration of Christmas by Ann Voskamp (Tyndale, 
2014) 
 

© Susan Lukey 2016 
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