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Our Acknowledgement of the Land
For thousands of years First Nations people have lived on this land. The land on
which we gather is the territory given to Thayendanegea (Joseph Brant) and the
Haudenosaunee of the Six Nations for their loyalty to the Crown in the American
Revolutionary wars and for the loss of their traditional territory. The Haldimand
Treaty, signed in 1784, identifies the Haldimand Tract as the land which runs 6
miles on both sides of the Grand River, from its source to Lake Erie.
Acknowledging the territory and the people who have traditionally called it home
supports our call to live out the United Church’s apology to indigenous peoples and
to live out our call to right relations.

The Voice is the quarterly newsletter of Trinity United Church, Elmira; compiled by Susan Beinarovics.
The Trinity Leadership Team decided to use The Voice newsletters as the Annual Report to Western
Ontario Waterways. This newsletter is Chapter 2 of the 2020 Report.
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What I Learned During a Pandemic by Rev. Sue
For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to
come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. [Romans 8: 38-39 (NRSV)]
As we read Paul’s words at this time in 2020, we might add “nor pandemic, nor social distancing, nor
isolation…”. Indeed, early on at our first hastily called Leadership Team meeting on March 14th when we
decided to move to online worship services, we came up with the tagline “The building is closed. The
ministry continues.”
And so we have continued. For the last three months as we have put together videos, enjoyed online
fellowship gatherings, and conducted many zoom meetings, we have repeatedly been encouraged to
continue to live our faith and reach out to others. Through phone calls, making deliveries, sewing masks
and gowns, drive-by and window visits, Trinity’s mission has continued. While the details of our life
together as a faith community have changed, the pattern of discipleship and service remain.
For many of us, while we have been self-isolating, there has been more time for reflection and
introspection. What would you say that you are more aware of now than you were before the
pandemic? What have you learned?
Here’s my list:
 It’s a lot more enjoyable and meaningful to preach to real people than to a camera.
 Double or triple the time you think it will take to learn a new technological skill (even if you have
help from a computer science major son!)
 No amount of phone calling or window visits can make up for the joy of visiting with family and
friends and congregation members in person. My heart has ached for our members in
retirement residences and nursing homes as I’ve listened to them speak about the toll of
isolation.
 Anxiety about the future and concern about the well-being of each of you can be lessened by
being present to the beauty and gifts of each day, getting out in nature, going for walks, and
trying to live with a grateful heart.
 I am more aware than ever of the power of congregational singing to shape our faith and sustain
our spirit, and the prospect of not being able to do so for a long time makes me weep.
 New ministries can spring up with short notice and very little planning such as creating online
worship or beginning outreach projects like sewing masks for frontline workers.
 God’s love truly has no limits as I witnessed people continue to reach out to others even though
they might be feeling tired or bored or restless or anxious.
The time is coming when we will gather together again soon. There will be more adjustments to make.
But in the meantime, we all know that It is still possible to be a community of faith when we have to stay
home. Nothing can separate us from the love of God.
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COVID-19 Response Team as of June 9, 2020
On June 8, Premier Doug Ford announced that most of Ontario was entering Stage 2 of the
province’s re-opening plan. That plan includes the provision that places of worship can re-open
to hold services, restricting attendance to 30 per cent of a church’s capacity and requirements
to adhere to social distancing protocols. He also announced that social gatherings could
increase from five to ten.
The next day, Trinity’s COVID-19 Response Team (Rev. Sue, Christy Humphrey, Mary Feldskov,
Peter Kupfer and secretary Karen Ross) met to discuss our re-opening plans.
We reviewed the relevant provincial guidelines, public health directives, and advice from
Western Ontario Waterways Region 8 of the United Church of Canada, which urged us to
consider this question:
“What is the compelling reason to return to the building if returning to the
building does not provide more contact with one another than being out of it did?
Is it worth the risk and the work?”
After much careful consideration, we decided that our building would remain closed and we
would continue to offer on-line worship services and virtual meetings until August 23, 2020.
While we recognize that this may be disappointing for some people who are eager to “return to
normal”, including attending Sunday worship, we felt that this decision was in the best interest
of our congregation, our staff and our community.
Here are some the of the considerations that informed our decision:
1. COVID-19 remains a serious threat to the health and safety of our community.
There still exists a high level of risk of infection spreading quickly among gatherings of
large groups of people.
2. If we were to return now, worship as we know it would look and feel vastly
different, for example: no coffee; no handshakes; no singing; no offering collection.
3. We need time to evaluate the various protocols around traffic flow, social
distancing, cleaning and disinfecting, wearing personal protective equipment (PPE), etc.
Delaying opening gives us the opportunity to investigate best practices and learn from
the experiences of others.
4. Our annual picnic usually occurs mid-June, after which attendance at services drops
off considerably for the summer months. We e have often closed our church for a
month in the summer while our minister took holidays. From this perspective, the
closure over the summer months is not a large departure from other years. Our reopening date coincides with Rev. Sue’s return to work following her summer vacation.
5. We will be unable to share worship with Gale Presbyterian and St. James Lutheran
this summer.
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By continuing with on-line services, we feel that we can best keep our congregation and staff
safe, while continuing to share in worship and virtual fellowship using ZOOM online. For those
without access to a computer or internet, we can offer various options such as delivering the
weekly service on a portable MP3 device to listen at home, a written copy of the sermon, or
“check-in” calls from the minister and other church members. Rev. Sue is also available to
provide pastoral care in-person, at the church, by appointment.
We hope to see you on Sunday, August 23. Our traditional “welcome back” Sunday, including
children’s programming, is tentatively planned for September 13.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact a member of the COVID-19
response team.
Submitted by Mary Feldskov

Elmira & District Ministerial Update
At our meeting on June 11th, we discussed re-opening plans for each of our churches:
-

the Lutherans will not meet again until September. Since the Lutheran church in Canada
is in "full communion" with the Anglican Church of Canada, and the Anglican bishops
decided not to reopen until September, the Lutheran churches decided to do the same.

-

Gale Presbyterian will likely reopen on Labour Day

-

Slate church is considering house churches for watching their services

-

the governing bodies of the other churches are meeting within the next week to make
their decisions but the general feeling was to err on the side of caution, especially as
things begin to reopen in the community

-

Trinity plans to have its first in-person worship on August 23rd to give us a few weeks to
practice our protocols before Welcome Back Sunday on September13th.
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In Memoriam
The Trinity family lost a few people in the midst of the pandemic when social distancing rules
did not allow for public funeral and memorial services.
Jamie Richmond
Jamie passed away unexpectedly at his residence in Toronto on Saturday,
February 15, 2020 at the age of 53.
Beloved son of Lorne and Helen (Stickney) Richmond. Dear brother of
Mary Richmond, Donna (Robert) McFarlane, and David (Michelle)
Richmond. Lovingly remembered by his nieces and nephews, Matt (Carly)
McFarlane, Maggie (Lee) Schafer, Andrew (Jessica) McFarlane, Becca
(Colin) Moran, Hope, Faith, Sadie, and Molly Rose Richmond. Great uncle
of Braeden, Paige, Carter, Everleigh, and Lachlan.
During his lifetime, Jamie was very passionate about music, gardening, nature, and the
environment. Jamie always had a special bond with his grandmother due to their common
interest in horticulture. Words cannot express the deep gratitude that Jamie's family have for
Howard Roseburg and Maria Marques. Their kindness, compassion, and understanding will not
be forgotten.
At Jamie’s request, cremation has taken place.
The family will receive relatives and friends on Friday, March 6, 2020 from 6-9 p.m. at the
Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 Arthur St. S., Elmira. A memorial service will be held on Saturday,
March 7, 2020 at 10:30 a.m. in the funeral home chapel. Reception to follow at the Elmira
Legion, 11 First St. E., Elmira.
In lieu of flowers, donations to Diabetes Canada, Toronto General Hospital (Hemodialysis Unit),
or KidsAbility would be appreciated.

Betty Howlett
Peacefully passed away on Thursday, March 5, 2020 at Lisaard House,
Cambridge, at the age of 80.
Betty (Stickney) Howlett was the beloved wife for over 55 years of Myril of
Elmira. Loving mother of Sheila and Todd Soltysiak of Caledon and John
Howlett of Kitchener. Dear sister of Helen and Lorne Richmond of Elmira and
sister-in-law of Lloyd and Gail Howlett of Stony Plain, Alberta. Lovingly
remembered by many nieces, nephews, and their families.
Predeceased by her parents Reginald and Mae (Kells) Stickney and brothers George and John.
Betty was a registered nurse and graduated in the class of ’61 from Guelph General Hospital.
She volunteered for over 30 years at Woolwich Community Services. She was a life member of
the Elmira and District Horticultural Society and Trinity UCW.
At Betty’s request, cremation has taken place. A memorial service for relatives and friends will
be held at a later date.
As expressions of sympathy, donations to Lisaard House or St. Mary’s General Hospital
Foundation (Cardiac Care Centre) would be appreciated.
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In Memoriam
Lorne Richmond
A 1928 Classic passed away peacefully on April 7, 2020. Beloved husband of
Helen (Stickney) Richmond for 68 years. Devoted father of Mary Richmond,
Donna (Bob) McFarlane, and Dave (Michelle) Richmond. Recently
predeceased by his son Jamie Richmond (February 15, 2020). Cherished Pa of
Matt (Carly) McFarlane, Maggie (Lee) Schafer, Andrew (Jessica) McFarlane,
Becca (Colin) Moran, Faith, Hope, Sadie, and Molly Rose Richmond. Great-Pa
of Braeden, Paige, Carter, Everleigh, and Lachlan. Survived by his brother-inlaw Myril Howlett and sisters-in-law Grace Saul and Irene Cavell. Loved and admired by many
nieces, nephews, and relatives. Predeceased by his parents Chester and Margaret (Campbell)
Richmond, brother Donald, infant sister Blythe, brothers-in-law George Stickney, John Stickney,
and Gerald Cavell, and sister-in-law Betty Howlett (March 5, 2020).
Lorne was a very loyal, friendly and caring man. He spent his early years growing up on a farm
near Glen Allan. Leaving home at 16, he worked at Uniroyal (Dominion Rubber) for 49.5 years.
Lorne had a passion for classic cars and antiques. He loved his trips as one of the boys to Barrie
Automotive Flea Market, Carlisle and Hershey, Pennsylvania. USA car shows were his favourite,
attending well into his mid 80s. He was a longtime proud member of the Historical Automobile
Society of Canada and a regular vendor at Clifford and Fergus car shows. Lorne’s other hobbies
included auction sale clerking, woodworking, helping at the shop, travelling, a competitive
game of cards (especially cribbage), and garage chats over a cold one. He loved get-togethers
with friends and family at Wasaga Beach and the annual Elmira Maple Syrup Festival. Lorne was
a dedicated lifetime member of Wesley/Trinity United Church, a loyal Elmira Legion member
and served with the Kiwanis Club of Elmira.
The family wishes to acknowledge the amazing care given to Lorne by Dr. Perrin and the staff at
Strathcona Long Term Care Facility, Mount Forest. We would like to thank our family, friends
and incredible neighbours for their support and kindness during these difficult times. We are
blessed!
Due to the recent public health restrictions, memorial visitation and service will be held at a
later date. As expressions of sympathy, donations the Alzheimer Society (Dementia Research),
Diabetes Canada or KidsAbility would be appreciated.
A golden heart stopped beating,
hard working hands at rest.
God broke our hearts to prove to us,
He only takes the best.
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In Memoriam
Etta Naylor
Mary Etta Naylor passed away peacefully on April 17, 2020 in her 96th year
at Barnswallow Place Care Community. Much loved wife of the late Donald
Jackson (1974) and Robert Naylor (2003). Beloved mother of Marion
Lambert of Waterloo, Audrey Walston, of Fort Meyers, Florida, and Beverley
Jackson and Evan Ohlmeyer of Sacramento, California. Step-mother of Barb
and Randy Smith of Elmira and Brian Naylor and Kandyd Szuba of Corbeil.
Proud grandmother of Kevin Lambert (Lyn Benedet) and Kyle Lambert (Wanda Israel). Stepgrandmother of Patti Smith and Christina (Bryce) Siderius. Etta had three amazing greatgrandchildren Genevieve, Annette, and Cohen. Lovingly remembered by many nieces, nephews
and friends. She was the last surviving member of her family. Predeceased by her parents John
and Mary (Paterson) Turner, sisters Fanny and Ruby, brothers William, Carmen, and Albert,
sisters-in-law and brothers-in-law Neil, Jean, Murray, Graham, and Marjorie, and sons-in-law
Gary Lambert, Peter Becker, and Landon Walston.
Etta was a person of unwavering faith. She lived a long and active life. She had a great smile and
wonderful sense of humour and was always willing to help others in her family and in her
community. Although she will be deeply missed, family and friends will honour and cherish her
memory. The family wishes to thank the staff of Barnswallow for the excellent love and care
they provided to Etta for the last two years. Cremation has taken place. A Celebration of Life
will be held at a late date in a way that will honour the wonderful person she was. As
expressions of sympathy, donations to Trinity United Church, Elmira, or Barnswallow Place Care
Community LTC, Elmira, would be appreciated.
Grace Scarrow
Peacefully passed away on Friday, May 15, 2020 at Barnswallow Place Care
Community, Elmira, at the age of 92.
Beloved wife of the late Paul Boerner (1978) and Ivan Scarrow (2002).
Dear mother of Sharon, Randy, Susan, Rick (Deb), and Rob (Kim). “Second”
mom to Bill (Darlene) Scarrow and David Scarrow. Lovingly remembered
by her 10 grandchildren, great-granddaughter, sister-in-law Nellie Martin,
and many nieces and nephews.
Predeceased by her parents Norman R. and Altana (Weber) Martin, sister Verda Martin (2006),
brother Willis Martin (2010), “second” daughter Sharon (2013), daughter-in-law Donna (2009),
and sister-in-law Ruth Fetterly.
Grace enjoyed music, teaching and listening, camping and cards at Chesley Lake, oil painting,
ceramics, cross-stitching, reading, long walks and travelling. The jobs she enjoyed the most
were at Raytheon, ARC Industries and driving taxi.
At Grace’s request, cremation has taken place and there will be no visitation or service. A
private family interment will be held at a later date. As expressions of sympathy, donations to
Elmira District Community Living would be appreciated. Grace's family wishes to thank the staff
at Barnswallow Place for their exceptional and compassionate care.
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In Memoriam
Herb Townsend
Passed away suddenly at his home in Elmira on Wednesday, May 13,
2020, at the age of 72. Beloved husband of 53 years to Maryellen
(Smith) Townsend. Loving father of Rod (Cindy) and Todd (Marcie).
Devoted grandfather of Matthew, Jessica, Tyler and Sydney. Dear
brother of Phyllis (and the late Stewart) Hymers, Norma (and the late
Jack) Fischer, Alan (Millie) Townsend, Murray Townsend and Doug
(Anne) Townsend.
Herb will be lovingly remembered by his many nieces and nephews, the entire Townsend
Classic crew, his Henderson family and his dog Laci.
Herb was predeceased by his parents, Norman and Viola Townsend, Maryellen’s parents,
Harold and Margaret Smith and brother-in-law and sister-in-law, Bev and Marjorie Smith.
Herb worked in the transportation and maintenance industry and loved spending his winters
with Maryellen at their home in Florida. He was a devoted St. Louis Blues fan, a lifetime
member of Woolwich Minor Hockey, a member of The Royal Canadian Legion, the Elmira Trinity
United Church and the Elmira Curling Club.
At Herb’s request, cremation has taken place and his final resting place will be in the
columbarium at the Fairview Cemetery in Listowel. Due to the current circumstances, a
Celebration of Life will take place at a later date.
In lieu of flowers, expressions of remembrance may be made to the Elmira Trinity United
Church or The Royal Canadian Legion Elmira Branch 469 Poppy Fund.
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Leadership Team
It's been a bit of a whirlwind, hasn't it?
Do you recall our annual congregational meeting back on March 1st? We knew about some
changes that would be coming to our church lives. We knew that the Trinity Redevelopment
was chugging along, and would bring vast changes to our community over the coming years.
We knew that there would be some turnover on various committees, including some changes
on the Leadership Team. We knew a lot about what activities we had planned for the upcoming
months: our first Pi(e) day on March 15th; a second summer of Food Trucks; shared worship
with Gale Presbyterian and St. James Lutheran over the summer; and many more. We did not
know that a global pandemic would arrive and change all of our best-laid plans!
At the Leadership Team, we knew that Chris Moore would be stepping down after June. He has
been a tremendous asset to the Leadership Team over the last 15 months, and we are so
grateful for all of his contributions. We also knew that Mary Feldskov would be heading up our
Ministry and Personnel Team, which has been lacking members for months despite its crucial
role in the operation of our church. With the assistance of Scott Morlock the team has been a
great help in managing our personnel, despite still lacking a third, required member. Lastly, we
knew that I would be stepping in to fill the position of Chair, with our previous Chair Mary
heading up the M&P team.
We did not know that almost right away the Leadership Team would have another important,
significant item to add to our agenda. My first meeting as Chair was Monday, March 16th, a
joint meeting with the Leadership Team and staff, urgently set up to discuss the COVID-19
pandemic and what we should be doing to address it. Initially, we were going to set up a joint
meeting whereby some participants could attend in person, and others could attend by a web
conference. Mary's excellent forethought, the March 14th cancellation of the following day's
worship, and the Prime Minister's address moved us to an online-only meeting, held with the
aid of the webconference tool, Zoom.
A smaller ad-hoc team, set up to address the pandemic, was quickly formed (myself, Mary, Peter
Kupfer, Rev. Sue, with Karen Ross as recording secretary). The provincial Emergency Order
issued on March 17, closing places of worship along with nearly everything else, meant that
things were changing every day. We met again shortly after, and have met as a small team in
total three times. The COVID team has also now become the Re-opening Team, which
Leadership has discussed and granted the authority to make decisions on the process and
timing of re-opening. (For some context, Regional Council recommended the forming of a reopening team, and a decision from councils on whether authority would be granted to that
team to make decisions about re-opening, or whether the team would only make
recommendations to Leadership). We expect to continue to meet over the summer as the
process of re-opening begins and are looking forward to providing you with updates.
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All of our meetings have been virtually held, thanks to our
$20/month subscription to Zoom. One minor, but lasting change this
pandemic has brought about is that it has gotten us all very quickly
up to speed on how to participate in a web meeting!
The full Leadership Team has also continued to meet each month. We are still carrying on with
discussions and decisions for the broader church, not necessarily specific to the impacts of
COVID-19 on our church. We have been discussing the progress of the Redevelopment,
reducing expenses on things like our Internet and Phone bills by switching providers, securing a
Canada Summer Jobs grant for a student over the summer whose wage and benefits will be
covered by the federal government, and discussing the financial situation of the church. It is in
these seemingly mundane but necessary tasks that we see the love of God still bringing us
together, to problem-solve and serve the church body.
In May we were excited to welcome Marianne Vandervliet to the Leadership Team. Marianne is
already involved in many church activities and we look forward to working with her and seeing
what we can accomplish together. Please join me in welcoming her also.
It was only April when I began to wonder about the next edition of The Voice. While we
deferred our regular May issue to June as a result of the greatly reduced activity as the church
body, I had some worries that we might miss recording, reflecting, and sharing on these massive
changes to our church activities and our lives. So, I put out a call for particular reflection on the
experience of our church body when COVID-19 first came to affect our lives, especially our
church lives, in explicit and intentional ways. I was afraid that when we got around to issuing
The Voice again, both time and the excitement of re-opening would overwrite some of our
memories, and occupy more of our effort in providing these updates.
The Voice is a periodical, released 4 times per year. However, it's also important beyond
providing a periodic update of goings-on. It serves as the written history of our church,
particularly since it also serves as our church's Annual Report. While some of us have lived
through very troubling times before, for others of us, this pandemic has represented the biggest
impact on our daily lives that we've ever experienced. Its occurrence in the times we currently
live in have also presented unique and unprecedented ways of managing through it for all of us.
For that reason, it is imperative that we have herein remembered and recorded our lived
experiences in all of the ways it has affected our church community. It is also the reason why
we have invited personal reflections for this version of The Voice, in addition to updates from
the various groups. I want to thank each of the contributors in this edition of The Voice for your
reflections, and I hope all of the readers will enjoy, appreciate, and find common understanding
in the experiences presented herein.
We are thinking of you, and wishing God's blessings and safekeeping for you all.

- Christy Humphrey, on behalf of the Leadership Team (Christy, Mary Feldskov, Peter Kupfer,
Jamie Groh, Chris Moore, Karen Ross, Randy Warren, Marianne Vandervliet and Rev. Sue).
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Finance and Property Committee

Overall things have been pretty quiet on the Finance and Property front, which on one hand is
good, but on the other hand is having an impact to our overall financial situation.
Our financial situation as of the end of May 2020 was:

Income

$51,544.55 (Compared to $63,479 at May 2019)

Expenses

($99,646.50)

Rental Income

$ 7,713.85

Solar panel income

$

Net Deficit

($47,001.95)

1,100.00 (approx.)

Our financial situation certainly is not in a good spot as our gifts are down, but our expenses
continue. We have recently revisited our telephone expenses and have made some
adjustments on that front which will reduce that expense. Our treasurer is investigating our
ability to apply for the CEWS (Canada Emergency Wage Subsidy) program which if we are
successful in applying for will help with the deficit. However, even with these items we will still
be in a deficit situation. If you aren’t on PAR please consider moving to PAR so that your
monthly gift to the church happens every month. If you haven’t been on PAR, please think
about what you would have contributed if the church was open and you were attending the
service every week. If you haven’t made that contribution yet, now would be a great time to
make it. If anyone is able to increase their contributions or able to make an extra lump sum
contribution to help reduce this deficit it would be very much appreciated!
Although the church building is closed, the property still looks great. A special thanks to Andy
Beinarovics for mowing the grass and to Frank and Nancy Cooper who are keeping the gardens
looked after. Thanks also to Brad Roth who continues to check the building every other day to
ensure everything is fine!

Randy Warren
Finance and Property Team

35

WESTERN ONTARIO WATERWAYS REGION (WOW)

Representative: Karen Ross
The 2nd Annual Meeting of WOW was supposed to be held on the weekend on May 26-28, 2020
in Port Elgin, but, like all events, it was cancelled due to the COVID19 pandemic. Last year’s
inaugural meeting was an enjoyable yet busy time, getting to know new people who were
representing churches in the expanded region. I missed having that opportunity to re-connect
with those people this year.
When the pandemic was first declared, a Town Hall meeting was held via ZOOM on March 25,
to help representatives get connected as the pandemic took over our daily lives. There were
about 200 people on that meeting site; as you can imagine, it required careful work of Gary
Clark, the chairperson, to make sure everyone had an opportunity to speak. At that time, the
concerns were about how to connect with congregations and offer meaningful worship, pastoral
care, and how to cope with finances.
Since then, regular updates are provided on the WESTERN ONTARIO WATERWAYS REGIONAL
COUNCIL Facebook page and monthly newsletter which is shown as a link in our Sunday
announcements. There, you will find links to prayers, articles about coping during the
pandemic, information about church camps, and other resources.
The following prayer was posted on June 3, 2020 on WOWRC Facebook page:
Whatever you found yourself being about this day, know your Regional Council staff team is praying for
you.
"Holy One,
We acknowledge that COVID-19 has infiltrated every fibre of our daily lives. Because of COVID-19, our family
relations have been altered; our education and employment has been moved to our homes, or put on hold, or
looks very different than it did in the final months of 2019; our daily news briefings are a whirlwind of
statistics and new ‘best practices’. All over the world, people are losing their lives, without the comfort of
loved ones at their bedside. COVID-19 has taken lives, loved ones, and livelihood from us. We pause to name
in word, image, or silence that which has been lost to COVID-19.
We acknowledge that some of the changes we’ve experienced because of COVID-19 have been positive. We
know that less commuting to and from work is reducing emissions and air pollution. Families are baking and
crafting and doing puzzles together. Friends are more intentional about checking in on one another.
Neighbours are sharing what they have. We are becoming increasingly aware of how inclined we were to take
simple comforts for granted. We pause to name in word, image, or silence the things we’ve taken for granted.
We acknowledge that while many of us were able to stay safe in our homes, many were asked to sacrifice
much to keep our systems functioning. Some, because of what they do, and some simply because of who they
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are, have worked tirelessly at keeping supplies on store shelves, caring for vulnerable members of our
communities, and raising morale. With hearts full of gratitude, we pause to give name to the helpers:
 Those who bring us food – the farmers and farm workers, the bakers and butchers, the burger flippers and
coffee makers, the package and warehouse staff, the truckers
 Those who staff our markets and grocery stores – the cleaners, shelf stockers, and cashiers;
 Those who deliver our food, mail, and online goods
 Those who are making and distributing food for neighbours in need
 Those staff and volunteers who create safe spaces in shelters and community centres
 Those staffing group homes and community residences
 The retreat centres and camps offering sanctuary to arriving migrant workers
 The mask, scrub cap, and gown sewers working around the clock to keep our communities safer
 The worship leaders finding ways to connect, create meaning, celebrate, and provide care
 The funeral directors walking with families who are grieving
 Those providing spiritual, mental health, and emotional support – therapists, spiritual directors, life
coaches
 The parents and guardians caring for children, and the adult children caring for their parents
 The educators and those in ministry with children and youth
 The children and youth who have given up school friends, birthday parties, and team sports to help flatten
the curve
 The healthcare workers in institutions and homes – respiratory therapists, nurses, doctors, pharmacists,
PSWs, radiologists, technicians, dieticians, midwives, doulas, environmental service workers, porters,
physical and occupational therapists
 The first responders – firefighters, police, paramedics, 911 operators
 The lab techs and researchers processing tests, isolating antibodies, searching for answers
 Those who care and provide necessary supplies for animal companions
 Those who pick up, sort and cart off our recycling and weekly household waste
 Those who drive and maintain our modes of public transit
 Those maintaining our phone and internet, water, sewage and electrical infrastructure
 The artists and entertainers sharing their music, choreography, paintings, and comedy sketches to bring
joy
 The journalists, videographers, reporters, radio DJs, and photographers who bring news
 The decision makers – politicians, medical officers, policy writers
Holy One, we place all these named, and those whose names are written on our hearts, into your loving
hands, praying that we might live in gentler ways that honour their service.
May it be so. Amen."
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Ministry & Personnel
Trinity is blessed with a great contingent of staff -- and that has become even more apparent in
the past few months as our church family, along with 37 million other Canadians -- have had to
self-isolate during the COVID-19 crisis.
To protect our congregation, community, and our staff, we made the decision to close our
building. But the ministry continued, and the staff have shown an amazing resilience, ingenuity
and commitment to keeping us all connected even though we are all physically distanced.
From YouTube worship services, online children's activities, inspiring music, to a virtual
"Tuesdays at 10" and lots and lots of phone calls, Rev. Sue, Kelly and Tony have taken the
challenge of ministering to and serving our community in unique and meaningful ways. Behind
the scenes, Susan has quickly adapted to working from home and coordinating online worship;
Brad continues to check on the building and keep it in good working order; and Katie makes
sure the bills get paid. And thanks to Andy Beinarovics for keeping the grass cut!
As we move into the summer months, we say thank you to Kelly as she wraps up her contract as
children's coordinator. Kelly, her husband Dan and daughter Rosa will be welcoming a new
addition to their family in August; we wish them all the best! At this time, we don’t know for
sure what our children’s program will look like come September (we don’t know what “church”
will look like for any of us yet!), but we will keep the congregation up-to-date on our plans.
Lastly, we had applied to the Canada Summer Job program to hire a summer student. We have
received funding to cover 100 per cent of the cost of hiring a student for the months of July and
August. The student will be helping us plan for our move during the construction of our new
building, inventorying and sorting through all our “stuff” and helping us to plan for special
events and activities to honour our past as we move into the future. Look for an announcement
soon!
We could really use an extra body or two on the Ministry and Personnel team; please reach out
to us if you’d like to help out!
Mary Feldskov
Scott Morlock
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A Reflection
In June of 1983, we ( Bill, Bette, Michelle and Michael ) moved from Wingham to Elmira. In
September, Michelle and I went off to register her as a Pathfinder. I was barely in the front door
when I was immediately approached to become a Pathfinder Guider. Word had travelled very
quickly from Wingham to Elmira that I had been a Guide Guider in Wingham. Here, I met Barb
Taylor as her daughter, Corinne, was in the Pathfinder Unit. Barb was also a leader in the
Guiding movement.
Thanks to Doug Bertrand, whom we met when we joined Trinity United Church, Bill became a
baseball coach. Later Bill was a hockey coach where he coached some boys who attended
Trinity United Church.
When Bill and I became Youth Leaders at Trinity, we once again bonded with these Pathfinders,
these ball players and these hockey players from Trinity United Church. The parents of these
Pathfinders, ball players and hockey players took us under their wings and instantly became our
very best and last friends.
As a member of the GPS ( Grow, Participate, Serve ) team, all of the events have been cancelled
due to Covid 19. No Pie Day! No spring silent auction!
But, thanks to Lynne Martin's art cards, Barb Taylor and I delivered these as Easter cards to
people who were shut in as far as the cards would go. Barb and I have been communicating to
members of the congregation who have no family living close by. I have really enjoyed learning
about these members of our congregation. More than just a quick, "Hello" or a fast ,"How are
you" over coffee in the narthex.
God has looked out for us when we came to Elmira knowing no one.
Bette Cummings,
GPS team

Larry & Lynne Martin, and their beautiful garden.
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United Church Women
Lyn Schwindt, Linda Hastings, Sheryl Bertrand and I have each made several phone calls to our
UCW members since mid March . We have re assured them that although the church is not
physically open they are welcome to call us or leave a message at the church if they have a
concern or need.
Our plan was to have a meeting April 23 and June 11 but, regrettably that did not happen.
We, like others don’t know what the next months will bring, but hopefully we will be able to
resume our fellowship together by September.
What many of us know as Presbyterial (UCW) has not brought forward plans for 2020-21.
We hope you will stay safe and healthy.
Sandy Pember

Susan’s Home Office
Well, my desk is a mess whether it’s at home or
in the office!
Working from home has its challenges and its
advantages. Challenges when the technology
does not cooperate; advantages when I just
have to cross the hall to go to work. I’ve
learned how to post videos to youtube – not
something I thought I would ever do! I miss
just chatting with Rev. Sue, Brad, Kelly, Tony,
Katie and you! Zoom calls just aren’t the same.
I check the answering machine and emails
daily, compile the worship video and prepare
the email announcements, all from the
comfort of home. The walk to the post office to
get the mail gets me out of the house
(although it is usually Andy who goes, not me).
Thanks to Lyn Schwindt, Sheryl Bertrand, Sandy Pember, Linda Hastings for making calls to make
sure those without email are able to access our worship. While no one has expressed interest in
the audio version on MP3 players, I have a list of those who will now receive printed copies of
the sermon.
Susan Beinarovics
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WORSHIP AT TRINITY DURING THE COVID19 PANDEMIC
By Karen Ross
Do you realize that the last time we were together in worship at Trinity was Sunday, March 8,
2020? That was the Second Sunday in Lent. News of the COVID19 Pandemic was spreading
quickly, and national, provincial and community calls for action were changing daily.
Sunday, March 15 was going to be a “day-off” for Rev. Sue because she was doing continuing
education. Tony and I had planned worship. We were continuing the Lenten Laments for
Indigenous Peoples where we lit candles each week in acknowledgement of them. Lent 3 was
going to highlight the achievements of the Six Nations including politicians, athletes, artists,
musicians, etc. That day was also P.I.E. Day where we were going to have pie and coffee as we
celebrated the Public, Intentional, Explicit inclusion of LGBTQIA+ and Two Spirit people in faith
communities and beyond, across Canada. Tony was prepared to offer a sermon about
“Compassion” which included a video about Ruth Wood, a United Church of Canada minister
who talks about her journey as a transgender person.
Then things changed.
The news in Italy was not good. Numbers of cases in Canada were increasing. Schools were
extending March Break. Mary Feldskov contacted the Leadership Team in the evening of March
12 to start discussion about how we, as a congregation, should respond. Information was
received from the United Church of Canada. Other churches in the Elmira area were cancelling
Sunday worship. So, late Saturday evening, we made the decision that we, too, would cancel
Sunday worship. Notices were put on the church doors, emails were sent, Facebook and
Website pages were updated, phone calls were made.
The following week, the Leadership Team and staff had a shared meeting via ZOOM to talk
about worship amongst other items essential to the work of the church. We determined that
recording worship ahead of time and posting it on YouTube was the easiest for us,
technologically. We do not have the technical resources at Trinity to do “live-stream” worship,
and we really didn’t want to have people in the church building until we had a better idea of the
lockdown requirements.
There have been “tweaks” along the way as the Staff and Worship Team created the videos.
What we have for worship at the moment seems to work, given the resources we have on hand.
(There are licensing restrictions on what we can use.) Easter Communion via video-recording
was something new, and definitely did not involve sharing a common loaf or cup. But, with the
invitation to the viewer to have bread and juice ready at home, we could imagine that we were
celebrating Communion with everyone else. By the time Pentecost came on May 31, restrictions
were easing a bit, and it was felt that Rev. Sue, Tony and Kelly could record worship in the
Sanctuary. Wasn’t it nice to see the familiar front of the sanctuary for Communion?
Thanks to Rev. Sue for her messages, Tony for his music selections, Kelly for her children’s
activities, and Susan for posting the video-recordings of worship. Thanks to everyone who has
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lit the Christ Candle, shared prayers, and read scripture from their homes. That, too, may have
been a new experience to make a video at home and upload it to the church office.
For the upcoming Sundays until further notice, we will continue the video format of worship.
You will receive the links to worship each Friday, and again on Sunday morning, with the
announcements. If you are interested in lighting the Christ Candle or reading scripture, please
contact Rev. Sue or the church office. If you would prefer to listen to the worship services on an
MP3 player, please contact us.
Beyond that, we don’t know. We don’t know when worship in the church building will be
allowed without restrictions. Will we be able to sing and pray together? Have coffee? Greet
our friends? So many questions. We just have to be patient and wait. In the meantime, when
you gather for worship in your home, whatever time of day it is, know that “God is with us, we
are not alone. Thanks be to God.”

Karen and Domi were ready for
Palm Sunday worship at home.
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Snapshots of some worship participants.
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MUSIC
It has been an interesting experience transitioning to the virtual service format. Instead of
spending most of my time practicing, rehearsing and performing, I've been recording, editing
and making lyric slides. Pictured below is me in my bedroom/home office/recording studio,
where I do all the work for our remote services. It was a real treat to be back in our sanctuary
for Pentecost; I hope you enjoyed it as much as we did. It is such a blessing for me that I get to
keep making music for you all, and I pray that the music can also be a blessing to you!
Tony Domzella

TRUSTEES
Trustees continue to move forward working with the Trinity Development Committee on the
redevelopment project. We look forward to 2021 as we are part of the team that will be
storing, preserving and disbursing of church items to prepare for our new location. The trustees
have used technology in the past to meet. We have done “email meetings” to accommodate
persons busy schedules. Our mission and activities have been minimally affected by the
pandemic. Our focus is forward as we move thru these changing times and God’s direction for
us in the future.
Cheryl Fisher
Trinity Trustees
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TRINITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE UPDATE

It has been a long process to get to this stage, but the Leadership Team, Trinity Development
Committee (TDC), and the Trustees hope to finalize the offer from West Development Group by
June 30, 2020. Then, more work and waiting comes as we proceed with a period of due
diligence. That is when the parties involved get approvals from Western Ontario Waterways
Regional Council and the Township of Woolwich, and complete other tasks. Details will be
shared with the congregation at a later date. We are still about 18 months away from
beginning any construction.
I would like to thank:
 all of the members of the three groups for their support and hard work involved in
getting to this point in the process
 Rev. Sue for her guidance and support to the group
 Michael Wright, our consultant for his on-going support and guidance through this
process
 our staff for their help and support to the TDC
 the Congregation for their support and patience for this redevelopment process. I know
it has been a while since we started this project. Well, there is a light at the end of the
tunnel where our vision will come to fruition.
Please continue to keep us all in your prayers as this journey of redevelopment continues in
these difficult and uncertain times. “We will get through this together.”
Respectfully submitted:
Peter Kupfer
Chair- Trinity Development Committee
pkupfer@live.com
PH: 519-669-9638
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Children’s Ministry
What an inspirational time to work in ministry! While I fully understand, acknowledge, and have
even myself experienced many of the challenges and hardships that have come with the Covid19 pandemic, I want to hold space and highlight what an unprecedented opportunity it has
provided for church and how inspired I am to be part of this community response.

Churches have been a keeping house for traditions, many of those traditions are meaningful,
spiritual, and bring comfort and joy to those who part-take. But sometimes in our efforts to hold
on to traditions it is hard to make room to innovate and move where the Spirit takes us. The
pandemic time has forced us out of our comfort zone. It has forced us to move beyond “the way
we have always done it” finding new and creative ways of being community and being the
church in the world. It has been absolutely beautiful to watch communities and people of faith
rise to the occasion finding ways to take care of each other and be the hands and feet of Jesus.
In the last weeks and months I have seen, new ways of worshiping together - separately, people
reaching out to those who are particularly isolated, virtual get-togethers, programs and
activities, support for essential and front line workers, creation and donation of cloth masks and
other PPE, reconnection with nature as an experience of the sacred, the changing of personal
behaviour for the benefit of strangers, a commitment to learn and relearn about personal
biases, a willingness to re-examine and confront systems of oppression. Wow the Spirit has
been moving!

Children’s ministry at Trinity has been dancing with the Spirit too. Like the worship service, we
moved to a pre-recorded online format using youtube videos.
There has been a Children’s time in most worship services to
ensure there is still an intentional place for all ages to learn
about and worship God. There has also been a weekly activity
video with craft and cooking tutorials that offer hands on ways
of bringing our scripture themes to life. The youtube format has
allowed our busy families to pick which programs fit their needs
and revisit them anytime it is convenient. It is my sincere hope that Trinity members of all ages
have been able to find meaning in these videos.

Now, as the Children’s ministry takes its summer break, energy shifts to preparing for the fall.
While we don’t know what the future holds in terms of restrictions and possibilities, I am
confident it will continue to dance with the Spirit, and listen to the Spirit to show us the way.
Kelly Moores
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Community Can Dine
Thinking back on the days before the shut down, I remember a lot of uncertainty. I was
planning for 2 events at that time; March CCD, and a bonspiel at the curling club in town, to be
held on the same day as the Maple Syrup festival. I was nervous about the group that would be
coming together at CCD. At that point, the mantra was still, "Keep Calm & Wash Your Hands".
However, new information was coming in by the day, and nervousness was
creeping in more and more, in the week leading up to CCD. I was frantically
trying to find hand sanitizer for both of these events. It turned out that the
shopping 'addiction' of my best friend's mother-in-law was my saving grace;
that helped relieve a lot of uncertainty! Thanks also to Helen Leffler for very
generously donating a bottle of hand sanitizer. She brought it into the church
after she saw my pleas to friends on Facebook to stop hoarding because there were places and
events out there in real need of it! Securing hand sanitizer wasn't my only worry though. I
sought advice from a nurse at Grand River Hospital to see if my fears about the gathering were
unfounded or not, especially since a good portion of the dinner attendees are in an older age
group. She repeated the mantra of those days, "wash your hands, it'll be fine", and didn't think
the dinner needed to be cancelled despite the gathering of some particularly vulnerable
people.
Funny how this virus has changed so much about our day to day. It's still strange to put myself
back in those times, and back into the mindset we had. I compare that to now, and perhaps
you're like me and still find yourself scolding the characters on television for lack of social
distancing.
I recall that at that time, we were told that transmission was mostly by touch only, or maybe
sneezing directly in someone's face. That Friday night of March CCD (Friday the 13th; who
could forget?), the volunteers in the kitchen at CCD were all doing a fantastic job of washing
their hands frequently, in between tasks and after accidentally touching their faces or their
phones. We still appreciate that the Moore Family were able to help at that month's dinner,
their upcoming March Break trip to Florida having been cancelled.
While we "only" had about 40 people or so in attendance compared to our usual 80 to 100, it
was only a day or two later that I started to feel guilty for having hosted CCD, when everything
started shutting down completely. What if someone picked up the virus, or passed it around,
while at our dinner? At our church? CCD could have been one of those funerals or other
gathering events we heard about in the news, a source of massive spread of the virus. These
are worries that have still not gone away. Thankfully, it seems that no one did. We can see that
it was risky nonetheless, given the community spread in Waterloo Region that was likely
happening at that time, and documented via testing and hospital cases shortly thereafter.
At the March dinner, we communicated that the default for April would be a take-out only
dinner. Well, with the world shutting down basically over that weekend, it wasn't long until
Randy, Kristin and I confirmed that with the church closed, CCD would have to be closed too.
For the first time in 6 years and 9 months, or after 82 events held, CCD was cancelled. It
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weighed a bit heavy on me, after so much determination to keep the dinner running through a
number of struggles over the years. As the weeks went by the three of us didn't touch base
much, in "hermit-mode", except to also cancel the May dinner.
The ministry of CCD was on hold for the first time since its inception. I thought often of those
who came faithfully to CCD, both to serve and be served, within our congregation and without
in the community. I wondered about how the faithful attendees, those who come every month
and truly appreciate and rely on that "dinner out", had been dealing with so much turmoil and
change in already unsteady lives.
Through this we have not forgotten why we have implemented this ministry for so many years.
With the confirmation from the United Church of Canada recently that food security projects
could continue in church buildings, pending all of the requirements for limits of gatherings
(maximum 5 people) and distancing could be followed, and only providing take-out/pick-up
food, etc., we recently developed a plan to initiate a pickup dinner for June 12, CCD's 7th
Anniversary. This will allow us to provide an opportunity to those we serve in the community to
get a take out dinner when they may otherwise have few opportunities to do so. It will help to
strengthen the threads in the web that hold us together as a congregation and a community; a
thread woven between us to remind us of what we really care about and that we are all here,
caring for each other.
While there are still fears of a second wave of the pandemic, we trust in God that we may serve
each other faithfully, but also safely. Trusting God in the presence of fear is hard to do... but we
don't have far to look to turn to examples of the faith held by those facing fear on a daily basis,
who trusted God above all else. Noah, Abraham, Ruth, Job... to name a few.
I'm very much looking forward to seeing what this summer brings, to seeing what new ways the
Spirit weaves threads into our web of community.

Submitted by Christy Humphrey, on behalf of CCD Team Leaders (Christy, Randy Warren, Kristin
Moore)
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