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TRINITY UNITED CHURCH 
  21 Arthur St. N., Elmira (P. O. Box 25 Elmira, Ontario, N3B 2Z5) 

519-669-5560 email: triunited@golden.net 
Website: www.trinityunitedelmira.ca 

 
Ministers:  All of us 
Clergy: Rev Sue Campbell  revsuetrinityelmira@gmail.com 
Music Director: Tony Domzella  adomzella@gmail.com 
Treasurer:  Katie Hackert  katiehbooks@gmail.com 
Custodian: Brad Roth (519) 502-0666 
Office Staff:  Susan Beinarovics 
Leadership Council Chair: Mary Feldskov mfeldskov@gmail.com 

 
For information about other activities including weddings, baptisms, 

membership, etc. please contact the church office. 

 

Our Acknowledgement of the Land 
"For thousands of years First Nations people have lived on this land. The land 

on which we gather is the traditional territory of the Haudenosaunee 
(Iroquois), Ojibway, Chippewa, and Anishinabek peoples.   
We acknowledge with respect the spirituality, history and culture of the 

peoples with whom Treaty 29 was signed in 1827.  
Acknowledging the territory and the people who have traditionally called it 

home supports our call to live out the United Church's apology to indigenous 
peoples and to live out our call to right relations." 

 

The Voice is the quarterly newsletter of Trinity United Church, Elmira; compiled by Susan Beinarovics. 

The Trinity Leadership Team decided to use The Voice newsletters as the 2019 Annual Report to Western 
Ontario Waterways.  This newsletter is Chapter 3 of the Report. 

Title page photo credit: Wanda Shafer 
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But Which Music?         

By Rev. Sue 

In the mood for an argument?  Just loudly declare that you can’t stand “The Church’s One 
Foundation” and someone will be on you quicker than you can say Samuel Wesley (Charles’ 
equally prolific brother) and declare just as loudly “But those contemporary songs are so 
difficult for a congregation to sing together!” 

Everyone is extremely attached to the kind of music they like – and for good reason!  Music can 
soothe our spirit, get our blood moving, inspire action, renew our faith, accompany us as we go 
about our day, comfort us when we’re down….  Music matters. 

And while music is deeply personal, it also matters that all of us hear our type of music and 
culture reflected.  It matters that the experiences we relate to are being lifted up.  That’s why 
beginning this fall, you will hear various styles and kinds of music in worship:  contemporary 
Christian music, hymns, chants, world music, camp songs – a wonderful diversity! 

Here’s what’s important to understand:  there is no way to please everyone, and there is no 
type of music that is sacrosanct.  So enjoy what is offered and make a point of leaning into the 
music rather than sitting back.  Your musical repertoire will expand and you will be graced with 
the opportunity to see the world from someone else’s perspective.  Consider it a new way to 
practice the compassion of Jesus.  
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Trinity’s Leadership Team  

Our family had a busy summer filled with camping, family reunions, homecomings and I even 
managed a trip to Scotland (by MYSELF!) to attend the wedding of a long-time friend.  
 
While we thoroughly enjoy our summer activities and vacation time, it’s always nice to get back 
to the routine and regular activities that come in September. The kids are back in school — 
Dominic has started JK, Elena in grade 2 and Audrey in grade 4 — and Ellie is in daycare full-
time, in anticipation of my return to the full-time workforce in October. Fall extracurricular 
activities are getting into full swing and the days are getting shorter and the leaves are starting 
to turn. 
 
We’re also back to a regular routine at Trinity, but with a few changes. The biggest change is a 
return to one service at 10:30 a.m. After a lot of consultation, decision, discernment and prayer, 
we decided to meld our two worship services — traditional and contemporary — into one 
“Trinity Style” of worship. We hope that each one of our members will be able to find a piece of 
the service that fulfills their spiritual needs, while respecting that there are other elements of 
worship that may appeal to others.  
 
There are lots of other things on the agenda for the fall — some we are familiar with, like the 
winter wear drive, and some new, like the book club — read more in this edition of The Voice. 
As always, a big thank you to the many volunteers who make these activities possible. 
 
Your Leadership Team continues to meet on a regular basis, and we welcome and appreciate 
any feedback, questions, comments and concerns. Please feel free to reach out to any of us if 
you have anything you’d like to discuss.  

Mary Feldskov, Jamie Groh, Christy Humphrey, Peter Kupfer, Chris Moore, Karen Ross, Randy 
Warren, Rev. Sue Campbell. 

Submitted by Mary Feldskov  
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A Leadership Team Meeting Unplugged  
by Rev. Sue 
 
Ever wonder what happens at a Leadership Team meeting?  Here’s a breakdown of what we do… 
 
Centering and Sacred Pause 
As with our Sunday worship service, we begin by lighting the Christ candle and offering a prayer.  We 
take turns doing what we call a “Sacred Pause” which grounds us in our faith.  This could be doing a 
bible study together, sharing a reflection, discussing a question, watching a video or anything that helps 
us to center our time together and to be the body of Christ in this place. 
 
Discussion Items & Updates 
We discuss any items that have come up – such as having one or two worship services, receiving 
recommendations on the child/youth co-ordinator positions, or developing our policy for safety and 
police checks.   We also receive updates, such as from the TDC (Trinity Development Committee), what’s 
happening in worship, the state of our finances, etc. 
 
How we make Decisions 
We make our decisions by consensus which means that we discuss a topic long enough so that everyone 
is heard and we can agreed to make a decision.  It does not mean that everyone has to agree with a 
particular course of action; rather, it means that everyone’s voice and opinion has been listened to.  
Sometimes someone doesn’t agree with a decision but will agree to move forward for the sake of the 
common good. 
 
Prayer 
We begin and end our meeting in prayer.  At the end of the meeting, we stand in a circle and hold 
hands.  Each person offers a prayer – often a prayer of thanks for something that they are grateful for or 
for something that has moved them. 
 
How to find out more… 
After each meeting, the draft minutes are posted on the bulletin board outside Susan’s office and are 
also attached to the Friday email.  The highlights are posted in the Sunday announcements following the 
meeting.  The goal is to be transparent.   
 
What if I have something I want discussed or have an idea? 
If you have an issue or idea or concern, please forward it to our chair, Mary Feldskov or speak to Rev. 
Sue.  The church is the whole body of God and the Leadership Team serves on the congregation’s behalf 
with the best interests of the whole congregation in mind. 
 
Current Leadership Team:  Mary Feldskov (chair), Karen Ross (secretary), Christy Humphrey, Chris 
Moore, Peter Kupfer, Jamie Groh, Randy Warren, Rev. Sue 
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Worship and Faith Formation News 

Summer 2019 found Trinity sharing worship with St. James Lutheran and Gale Presbyterian 
churches.  We shared ministers, worship spaces, musicians, and fellowship, all receiving very 
positive and encouraging evaluations following the final summer service at Gale.   

 Great service 
 great ideas 
 wonderful to have all the ministers participate together  
 great opportunity to discover similar and different practices of worship 
 saw new ways of doing things 
 meeting around tables was a great opportunity to meet people from other churches 
 enjoyable to hear the messages from The Parables from different perspectives  
 good attendance with 3 congregations meeting together; the church was full 
 togetherness was wonderful   
 10 a.m. is a good start time 

 
Did you notice how many times the word “great” was used?  

There were many suggestions including “Do it again!; let it continue, perhaps evening meeting 
during the year; continue working together on a regular basis.  It was also noted that a space or 
activities should be arranged for children so that parents/grandparents could bring children. 

All of these ideas have been discussed by Rev. Sue Campbell, Pastor Hans Borch, and Rev. Scott 
Sinclair; they have made plans for the congregations to worship together again on November 17 
at St. James, December 29 at Trinity, and April 19, 2020 at Gale.   

At its meeting in August, the Worship Team finalized the plans for Sunday worship from now 
until Christmas.  There will be a variety of worship experiences for all ages, recognizing that we 
will be having one worship time (10:30 am) with Sunday School happening at the same time. 
Choir rehearsals will be before worship at 9:00 am.  We pray you will find some meaningful 
worship moments this season. 

PLEASE NOTE:  There will be two congregational meetings occurring following worship on 
Sunday, September 29, 2019 and Sunday, October 27, 2019.  Details about these meetings can 
be found elsewhere in this edition of The Voice. 

Questions? Suggestions?  Please contact any member of the Worship and Faith Formation 
Team: 

Rev. Sue Campbell, Clergy  Tony Domzella, Music Director 
Jamie Groh Marion Lambert Kelly Moores Kristin Moore  Karen Ross
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Worship & Faith Team Retrospective 

As a member of the current Worship and Faith 
Formation team and past member of Worship 
committees, I am aware that there will always 
be concerns about worship and how it is 
structured. A decade ago, the concern was 
about using recorded music before worship, 
then using a screen to project worship so we 
could reduce the amount of paper. There were 
concerns about which version of the Bible to 
use and having to sing new songs in Voices 
United. Worship today is far less "traditional" 
than when I first arrived at Trinity 15 years ago. 
(Then, we had 3 scriptures and a Psalm and had 
to stand for the Gospel reading.) Things are 
changing, although it may feel like it's too 
slowly. (I admit to being guilty of saying "that's 
not how we do it" to suggestions for change. 
Some changes take getting used to.) 

The committee/team in its previous forms 
planned worship in conjunction with the 
minister and music director, and had Bible study 
to reflect on the scriptures for the theme and to 
select hymns each week. The Sunday School co-
ordinator was also involved so that the children 
and adults had the same themes. We've tried all 
kinds of things in worship to add variety and 
help make worship meaningful. We've tried 
different worship times and days and formats, 
but Sunday morning is still the ideal time for 
most people. We know we won't make 
everyone happy with worship each Sunday, but 
we pray that something in the hour (or so) we 
are together for shared worship will connect 
people and God. 

Not long after Trinity became a one-point 
charge, after separating from West Montrose, 
the discussion was about time of worship. Some 
wanted it left at 11 am, but it had to be finished 

by 12 in order to get home for Sunday 
lunch/dinner. Others wanted it earlier so they 
could get to other activities of the day. 10:30 
am was the compromise; it gave rehearsal time 
before worship for choir, band, children or 
others who were participating in worship. It 
gave time to have church breakfast, and still be 
finished worship before noon. 

In my opinion, the worship on Pentecost Sunday 
was a good example of how well one worship 
service can work. There were praise songs (with 
tambourines) and there were hymns for 
Pentecost; there was an interactive scripture 
reading with Tony portraying Peter; there were 
prayers said by everyone and time for silent or 
shared prayer; there was Communion which has 
its universal traditions. The children who were 
present stayed in worship. I'm sure there were 
things that some people didn't like, but there 
were things they did find moving. 

The current Worship and Faith Formation team 
includes Kristin Moore, Kelly Moores, Marion 
Lambert, Jamie Groh, me, Rev. Sue, Tony 
Domzella, and the Child/Youth Co-Ordinator(s). 
This is the first year in several that there has 
been more than 1 person to work with the 
minister on the team.  

It is hard work planning worship for all ages, 
especially when planning 3- 6 months ahead. 
I'm confident, however, that the team (and 
anyone who wants to joins us) will continue to 
work together with Rev. Sue to plan meaningful 
worship in many forms. 

faithfully, 

Karen Ross 
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Appointment? Call?  for Rev. Sue 

Can you believe it?  Rev. Sue Campbell’s three-year appointment as minister at Trinity is almost 
over!  When she was appointed by Waterloo Presbytery, her term was from January 1, 2017 to 
December 31, 2019.  The Trinity Leadership Team has initiated a request to the new Western 
Ontario Waterways (WOW) Regional Council (which replaced Waterloo Presbytery and Hamilton 
Conference) to change Rev. Sue’s appointment to a call. 

What does that mean?  First, some terminology to help keep the matter clear.  These are terms 
as stated in The Manual 2019, The United Church of Canada, page 136. 

“Ministry personnel” is a general term that refers to members of the order of ministry, 
designated lay ministers, candidates serving under appointment, diaconal supply, and ordained 
supply.  

 Rev. Sue is a member of the order of ministry.  

A “covenant” is between God, the ministry personnel, the community of faith or other ministry, 
and the wider United Church as represented by the regional council. The covenant may include 
other parties that are integral to living out the gospel in community as God calls us. 

 A covenanting service was held in 2017 at Trinity with representatives from Waterloo 
Presbytery, the congregation of Trinity, and Rev. Sue Campbell. 

Timeline 

A covenant with a community of faith is established by call or appointment. It creates a pastoral 
relationship and is governed by the policies set out in The Manual. 
There is no time limit on the pastoral relationship initiated by call. A pastoral relationship 
initiated by appointment continues until the end of the appointment period specified by the 
regional council. 

 As noted above, Trinity has a pastoral relationship with Rev. Sue established by 
appointment.  That appointment ends December 31, 2019. The process has been started 
to issue a call to Rev. Sue. 

Congregational Input 

The congregation of Trinity is invited to provide input about the ministry at Trinity.  The Ministry 
& Personnel team in conjunction with Rev. Sue has prepared a series of questions for discussion 
at a congregational meeting to be held on Sunday, September 29 following worship (11:45 am).  
This meeting will be chaired by Susan Leuty, a representative from WOW Regional Council. 

A second congregational meeting will be held on Sunday, October 27 following worship  
(11:45 am) for the purpose of voting on a call. 

Submitted by Karen Ross on behalf of the Leadership Team 
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Christians Together 

 by Rev. Sue 

During the summer, our congregation, along with St. James’ Lutheran and Gale Presbyterian worshipped 
together.  Ministers took turns leading worship and many Sundays two or three of us clergy were 
present and all involved.  At the final service, those who attended these shared services were asked to 
fill out a questionnaire indicating what they appreciated about these summer services as well as an 
opportunity to make some suggestions.  All of the comments were very positive and the suggestions 
were appreciated. 
 
As a result of comments received and our own experience in sharing services, we ministers decided to 
suggest to our respective worship committees that we continue this practice next summer, as well as to 
share worship a couple of times throughout the year.  One of the most consistent comments was the joy 
of worshipping together and making new friends.  The next opportunities to share worship together will 
be: 
 

 November 17th 10:00 a.m.  Sunday worship at St. James’ Lutheran 

 December  1st    7:00 p.m. Community Memorial Service at Gale Presbyterian 

 December 8th     7:00 p.m.  Community Carol Service at Woodside 

 December 29th   10:30 a.m. Sunday worship at Trinity 

 April 19th 10:30 a.m.  Sunday worship at Gale Presbyterian 

 

 

 

UCW Meeting  

on Thursday, October 10, 2019 at 2:00 pm 

Open to all!  (that means men can come too!) 

Topic: Using public transit in Waterloo Region 

Guest Speaker: Cheryl Fisher 

On Wednesday, October 16 we will be having a field trip to practice what we have learned. In 
preparation for this, pick up an EasyGo card from Grand River Transit. You load these cards with 

money to pay the fares. They are available at the Kiwanis Transit 
Office 13 Industrial Drive Elmira (behind the police station) Mon to 
Fri 8am to 5pm or Sat 9am to 3pm. 
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Finance & Property 

Overall things have been pretty quiet on the Finance and Property front, which is a good thing! 

Our financial situation as of the end of  August 2019 is: 

Income                               $    95,229.02 
Expenses                           ($ 133,275.89) 
Rental Income                   $     9,757.84 
Solar panel income          $      1,760.00  (approx.) 
 
Net Deficit                         ($  26,529.03) 
 
Thanks to anyone who was a garden fairy over the last several months, looking after the flower 
beds and garden court yard.   Your work on this is very much appreciated and enjoyed by 
everyone.  

Thank you to those who organized the Food Truck event and to those that came out and 
volunteered to help with the set-up and clean-up for each of these.   It was a nice fundraiser for 
the church and a great way to be part of the community.    

The “Pay the Bills” opportunity was kind of quiet over the summer, so we encourage everyone 
to consider picking up some bills and helping to pay them over the next several months so that 
we can finish the year in a good financial position.  

Randy Warren, Finance and Property Team   
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In Memoriam 

Elwyn Bridge 

Passed away peacefully on Thursday, May 9, 2019 at Hospice Wellington, Guelph, 
at the age of 83 years.  

Beloved husband of Shirley (Mehring) Bridge for almost 60 years. Loved and 
cherished father of Cheri ‘Rosie’ and her husband Don Voll, Daryl Bridge, Brian 
Bridge and his spouse Cheryl Stewart, and Tim Bridge and his wife Tracey. Dear 
grandpa of Nolan, Nyla, Isaac and Lauren, and great-grandpa of Trey. Fondly 
remembered by Brent Voll. Brother of Everitt (Irene) Bridge, Arlene (Lyle) Litt, 
Marie (Don) Fritz, and brother-in-law of Ross Pharoah, Lorne (Jo-Anne) Mehring, 
and Jayne (Ted) Dannemann. Will be missed by his many nieces and nephews.  

Predeceased by his parents Stanley and Alma (Greer) Bridge, sister Muriel 
Pharoah, brother Ken and his wife Lorraine, and his in-laws Edward and Elsie Mehring.  

At Elwyn’s request cremation has taken place. A memorial visitation was held on Tuesday, May 14, 2019 
from 7-9 p.m. at the Dreisinger Funeral Home, 62 Arthur St. S., Elmira.  

A memorial service took place on Wednesday, May 15, 2019 at 11 a.m. at Trinity United Church, 21 
Arthur St. N., Elmira, with a reception to follow in the church hall.  

In lieu of flowers, donations to Hospice Wellington or Trinity United Church would be appreciated. 

 

 

 

Sisters United 

 

Sisters United is a small of group of younger women who meet monthly for sharing and spiritual 
reflection and renewal.  Each gathering begins with lighting the Christ candle, a centering 
prayer, and a time of uninterrupted sharing by each woman.  After a break, we have a time of 
spiritual reflection, most recently by entering into a guided meditation based on a biblical story 
and then sharing our reflections together.  

Our next gathering is Sunday, October 6 at 12:15 p.m.  See you there! 
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Welcome to the extended Trinity Family! 

 

 

Henry  Andrew Smith was born on May 15, 2019 to Helen 
and Robert Smith. John and William are fantastic older 
brothers! 

 

 

Rev. Dave and Deb Jagger are thrilled to announce the birth 
of their first grand-child! 

Flynn Charles Jagger was born to Josh & Jaiya in Halifax, 
Nova Scotia, on July 26. He weighed 6 lb. 2.8 oz.  He is long 
and thin like his Dad!  All are well and we enjoyed spending 
almost 3 weeks with them in August. A bold little boy, he 
slept through hurricane Dorian. They will be home after New 
Years and we hope to have a time for people to visit.   

 

 

On the Mend 

 We would like to say how grateful we are for all the words of support, get-well cards, prayers 
and positive healing thoughts sent to us during Art's heart surgery and recovery. Also a special 
thank you to the Elmira Needle Sisters 
Quilters Guild who sew and donate heart 
pillows to St Mary's Hospital Kitchener. Art's 
pillow never leaves his side and reminds us 
of all our friends at Trinity. 
- Art Zekai & Sheri Johnston  
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Trinity Reads!   
By Rev. Sue 
Join us this fall as we launch our new book club!   
 
When:  2nd Wednesday of each month from 1:30 p.m. – 3 p.m.   
 
What will happen:  A facilitator will introduce the author, give a bit of background 
on any themes, issues or content (if needed), and prepare a list of discussion 
questions to get us started.  

 
How did we choose:  A group of 10 people met on Sept 11th  and decided that we  

 would read a variety of books, including both fiction and non-fiction 

 would choose books that at least one of us has read and would recommend. 

 would be willing to read outside our comfort zone 
 
Book Club Picks – Fall 2019 

Oct 9        Lisa See – The Island of Sea Women;  Rev. Sue to facilitate 
Nov 13     Malala Yousafzai – I am Malala;  Janet Morlock to facilitate 
Dec 11     Peter Wohlleben – The Hidden Life of Trees; Barb Taylor to facilitate 
Jan 8        Louise Penny – A Beautiful Mystery; Shelley Osborne to facilitate 
Feb 12      Margaret Atwood – The Handmaid’s Tale; Sheryl Bertrand to facilitate 
  
You are welcome to come to all or just a one-off  meeting depending on your schedule and interest.  A 
set of books of around 10 copies has been reserved through the Guelph Public Library.  Additional books 
may be available at the Elmira Library.  Books will be distributed at each meeting so that you have about 
one month to read the book. 
 
Group members so far:  
Sheryl Bertrand 
Sue Campbell 
Lynda Hastings 
Marion Lambert 

Janet Morlock 
Shelley Osborne 
Lyn Schwindt 
Wander Shafer 

Joan Starling 
Barb Taylor 

  

The Trinity youth prepared a delicious pancake 
breakfast on Sunday, September 15. Thanks to all who 
organized this wonderful welcome back! 
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Trinity Outdoor Worship & Picnic 

Sunday, June 2, 2019 

Thanks to Mary Feldskov, Steve Knudsen and Audrey, Elena, Dominic & Ellie for once again 
offering their fabulous backyard for our outdoor worship.  

  

The children were Rev. Sue’s helpers and held up the offering of Gifts - 
Water, Soil, Seeds, Plants/Animals, Cross, Money/time/talents. 
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Bouquets 

 

Have you enjoyed our lovely flower gardens this summer or enjoyed the taste of a tomato from 
our vegetable garden? 

We salute all our gardeners and grounds-keepers who have kept the outside of our church 
looking great: 

Andy Beinarovics, Susan Beinarovics, Frank Cooper, Nancy Cooper, Tony Domzella, Lisa 
Donkersgoed, Isabelle Hallock, Landon Hallock, Melissa Hallock, Christy Humphrey, Brad Roth, 
Jase Rudow, Jessica Rudow,  

If we have missed anyone on the list, we apologize!  We know there are garden elves that come 
and go without us seeing them! 
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Genesis 2:15. "And the LORD God took the man, and put him into the garden of 
Eden to dress it and to keep it." 

 
Aidan Legault on getting involved with the Climate Strike  
Aidan Legault talks about his experience participating and organizing climate strikes this past 
summer and suggests ways that young people, parents, organizations and churches can make a 
difference https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2wtxzBkyn0o  
 

The United Church of Canada: Faithful Footprints program 
reduces carbon pollution  
Faithfull Footprints is providing ideas, tools and grants to help United Churches reduce their 
carbon pollution, save money on energy bills and renew their congregations. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ql_meYdMMKw  
 

Former Moderator of the United Church - It’s time to change 
our thinking  
The very Rev. Lois M. Wilson, Moderator of the United Church from 1980-1982, speaks of 
thinking theologically and politically about climate change. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2oT7szwXf10  
 

Canadian faith leaders issue urgent plea for climate action  
Moderator Richard Bott and Executive Minister Rev. Maggie Dieter (Indigenous Ministries and 
Justice) are among a diverse group of Canadian church leaders speaking out for climate justice 
in a new ecumenical Earth Day video jointly produced by KAIROS, Canadian Council of Churches 
and Citizens for Public Justice. https://www.united-church.ca/news/earth-day-2019-love-all-
creation  

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2wtxzBkyn0o
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ql_meYdMMKw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2oT7szwXf10
https://www.united-church.ca/news/earth-day-2019-love-all-creation
https://www.united-church.ca/news/earth-day-2019-love-all-creation
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Heavenly Eats Food Trucks Summer 2019 

Well, this was a first time for five churches in Elmira hosting the Food Trucks over the summer 
months. 

Trinity started the event off with the first one in early May.  We were very pleased with the 
number of customers who lined up to buy yummy food of many flavours from the three trucks 

that were here. 

We hosted the trucks again in 
June, July and August.  Many 
volunteers from our 
congregation and some from 
our community were needed to 
set up the venue for each event.  
Without the help of these 
willing people we would not 
have been able to host these 
nights.   

A special thank you to Jack 
Underwood for bring his 
‘bubbly’ display to the first three 

night. He was a great hit with young and old alike. 

By the end of the fourth night, we had received $1,552.55 in donations from the approximately 
10 trucks that had participated at our church.  The trucks varied from week to week with at 
least three trucks at every event.  We still have costs of advertising to be deducted from this 
total.  Feedback from the congregation would be appreciated with regard to this undertaking.   

From my viewpoint there was a great deal of meeting and greeting of community, as well as 
family dining.  It was definitely an all age event with most people eating at the tables while 
some took food away as well.  Even the dogs that came had their own water bowls.  Some youth 
who helped were able to get community service hours for school.   

Thank you to the many volunteers for your dedication to this project from the GPS Team 
members Lisa Howell, Christy Humphrey and Barb Taylor 

Submitted by Barb Taylor 
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Trinity Development Committee  

The Offer from West Development is still in the vetting stage. Our lawyer has submitted our 
revisions to West’s lawyer and we are expecting a reply to the changes. Once all of the revisions 
have been agreed upon by all parties, we will need approval from Region 8 – Western Ontario 
Waterways.  

We will keep you updated as the development moves through the steps towards the signing of a 
contract. 

In the meantime, the “re-location” team has had several meetings and is currently considering 
which venue would most meet our requirements to maintain our mission during construction.  

The “stuff” team has also met to plan what will happen to the church’s material possessions. 
We can’t keep all of our things in storage. We are considering an on-line auction of items that 
can be replaced. 

Keep us in your prayers as we slowly and diligently move the project through to completion.  

Submitted by Peter Kupfer  

 

What volunteering could lead to… 

When Rusty Miller (son of 
Wanda Shafer) was 14 years 
old, he volunteered to help 
run the sound booth at his 
church.  He developed an 
interest in the process and 
later went to college to 
study it. He is now a 
technical supervisor on  
television shows such as 
“Masterchef Canada”! 

We are quite willing to 
foster any such interests in 
our sound booth! Please 
contact Susan in the church 
office for more information.  
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What I Did This Summer… 

  
Young entrepreneurs, Landon and Brandon, 
sold lemonade with their friends this 
summer. 
(photo from Woolwich Observer) 

Isabelle enjoying the sun & 
fun at Silver Lake Camp. 

Landon with the fruit of the 
#livingfaithfully garden served at the 
August Community Can Dine. 

Rosa keeping herself busy during a 
worship planning committee. 
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A Note from Tony  

I really enjoyed my first year here at Trinity, and I'm ready to get started on my second one! Our 
first choir rehearsal went well and I'm excited to see what this year will bring. Because we've 
gone to only one service, we decided to move choir rehearsal back to Sunday mornings at 9. I'm 
also looking forward as well to see what's in store for the band, which will be starting soon. In 
the meantime, the piano has been tuned, songs have been picked and I'm ready to get going! 

Tony Domzella, our Music Director, has recently begun his first year of studies at Wilfred Laurier 
University. He hopes to have regular office hours at Trinity on Monday mornings from 9:00 to 
11:00 am. 

 

 

Community Can Dine 

Community Can Dine was well-attended over the summer, which was a better turnout than we 
expected given that Food Trucks were available as a dinner selection on the same night as our 
dinner from May through September.  We continue to serve approximately 80 attendees at each 
dinner.  

CCD was recently integrated more formally into Trinity as a specific group of the church.  We 
operate under a (currently still draft) Mission, Core 
Values, and Guiding Principles document.  If you'd like 
to know more about it, feel free to ask one of us!   

In addition, CCD Team Leaders Melissa, Christy and 
Jessica have taken the Food Safe Handling course and 
received certification.  As the kitchen is considered a 
"food premises" under the law because we serve the 
public, at least one person with food safe handling 
certification is now required to be present and 
overseeing the preparation of food, washing of dishes, 
and cleaning of the surfaces and materials in the kitchen 
when food is being offered outside of our congregation.  
While Barb Taylor is no longer a CCD team leader, she also 
has food safe handling certification because of all of the support she continues to provide to 
CCD, whether it's helping to lead a month's dinner occasionally, stepping in to help when we are 
short on volunteers, or in her work with the Cooks in the Kitchen.  You may have seen some 
minor changes in kitchen practices - we appreciate the support of everyone to help in keeping 
our kitchen up to standard and to help prevent food-borne illnesses.  Please ask any of us if you 
have any questions!  

Rev. Sue mixing things up 
at the July 12th CCD. 
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October's Thanksgiving Dinner (traditional turkey dinner) is coming up on October 11.  Stay 
tuned for a volunteer sign-up sheet to help with preparation tasks in the days leading up to the 
dinner, or with help on the day and night of the big dinner.  Volunteers are always welcome to 

eat free! 

We are happy to have celebrated our 6th Anniversary of providing 
pay-what-you-can dinners on a monthly basis to anyone in our 
community, and look forward to doing so into the future.  If you're 
interested in joining our team, or in providing support in any way 
(e.g. helping with preparation or clean-up, contributions of food 
etc.), we always welcome and appreciate the help. 

- Christy Humphrey on behalf of CCD (Christy, Melissa Hallock, 
Jessica Rudow, and Kristin Moore) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Youthful servers at the 
September CCD. 
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In early June, a group of folks interested in the future, 
direction and implementation of child and youth 
programming at Trinity United Church met in the parlour.  It 
included not only parents, but also those interested in the 
spiritual welfare and presence of young folks in our church.  
We were also fortunate to have Kathy Douglas, the Faith 
Formation Minister from Western Ontario Waterways, 
present and we benefited from some of her insights as 
well.   

The meeting focused on identifying an overall strategy for 
the inclusion of children and youth here at Trinity.  We discussed our situational and financial 
reality, the vision for the programs for children and youth, and what the group's priorities were.  
This meeting built on one held earlier in the year.  At that meeting, the following were identified 
as expected outcomes for children and youth programming:  

     - To Want to Come – to have a positive association/feelings towards Church 
     - Christian Etiquette 
     - Start a Relationship with God, and to learn to love this relationship 
     - To know that the Bible can help us, and to know some of the teachings it contains 

     - To know that Church is where they can always find caring people 
     - To learn how to be the kind of person that Jesus wants us to be 
     - To be mentored (to have positive role models who are able to teach them about God and 
Living/Loving/Learning) 
     - To participate in Service projects 
     - To learn different ways to practice one's faith 

Out of the meeting, it was determined that in order to be able to achieve these, two co-
ordinators would be needed; one for each of children and youth.  The role of the Children's Co-
ordinator role would be to co-ordinate a Sunday morning program for kids from infancy through 
Grade 5, including Messy Church.  This includes not only arranging the curriculum, but also 
arranging to have volunteers implement the children's programming and nursery.  
Communication with parents about the programming was identified as a priority, among 
others.  The Children's Co-ordinator would be asked to attend Staff and Worship Team meetings 
to facilitate integration of the programming.  The amount of time estimated for this role was 
approximately 8 to 10 hours per week. 

The Youth Co-ordinator role was identified to help match the interests of youth (Grades 6 - 12) 
with those of adults in our church body, to allow for service and learning opportunities, and 
focusing on the important role of mentorship in personal and faith development.  Priorities 
were to have the co-ordinator develop a relationship and work closely with each youth 
individually, and to co-ordinate with youth group leaders from other churches in Elmira to 
combine events. We understand that youth like to spend time with other youth!  The program 
would aim to have one youth event per week, whether that was on a Sunday or, more likely, on 
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another day of the week.  The Youth Co-ordinator would also be asked to attend Staff and 
Worship Team meetings for programming integration, and it was envisioned that this role would 
require approximately 6 to 8 hours per week. 

The following were actions that came out of the meeting:  

     - A Search Committee consisting of 2 parents, 2 youth, and 2 children was formed.  Thank 
you to Chris Moore, Jessica Rudow, Lucas Moore, Valorie Martin, Isabelle Hallock and Jase 
Rudow who worked very hard over the summer to post job advertisements, carry out 
interviews, and work tirelessly to secure suitable co-ordinators for these roles. We are hopeful 
to hear good news from them in the near future.     

     - A call is being put out to all of you, congregation of Trinity United Church, to be intentional, 
deliberate, purposeful, about including children and youth in all of the goings-on at our church.  
When organizing an event, or when participating in one, you are each being challenged to 
identify ways to allow the children and youth to participate, to learn, to grow in their faith and 
in their relationships with you. 

     - Children and Youth "allies" will be required to meet on a more regular basis over time, not 
only to facilitate communication between child and youth co-ordinators and parents, but also to 
provide on-going guidance and feedback to co-ordinators and on the programming in general.  
This group will again consist not only of parents but all who have an interest in the 
programming and resources that the church provides to child and youth development.  The 
group could be considered as a larger version of a Faith Formation or Christian Development 
team.  All who are interested will be invited to participate.  The group does not yet have a 
name, but will be formalized in the coming months.   

     - Lastly, it must be emphasized that the roles described above are those of co-ordinators.  
Based on our financial and situational reality, children and youth programming will only be 
sustainable if it is implemented by our own church members.  We invite each of you to reflect 
on and pray for the children and youth in our church, and contribute your time to help lead 
young people during Sunday morning children's programming, or assisting with youth events.  
At this time, please reach out to Jessica Rudow, Chris Moore, or myself to be included on the list 
of adults who can be available to mentor or lead children's faith learning.   

Can you believe that we have at least 6 babies & toddlers, 11 children from J.K. to Grade 5, and 
7 youth from Grade 6 through Grade 12 who we see on a regular basis? That's 24 young people 
in our community.  I personally feel blessed to know each of these children and youth, and am 
thankful we have every one of them with us.  I hope and pray that we can help them to live, 
love, and learn by Christ's teachings, that we may always know them, and that they can feel that 
Trinity is home for them.  With God's help, we can make that happen! 

- Christy Humphrey, on behalf of Children & Youth "allies"  
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Children’s Winter Wear Drive 

Thirty-five families, 106 children, 225 winter wear items.  This is the 
need that has been identified by Woolwich Community Services in 
our very own community in 2019. 

After church service on September 15, we held an "open house", 
providing light refreshments and an opportunity to ask questions or 
learn more about the program, to pick up item cards to attach to 
winter wear that may be at home or to be bought in the store, and to 
provide cash or cheque donations directly to Tina Reed of Woolwich 
Community Services.  We extended an invitation to other churches, 
that anyone interested in our program might be able to participate by 
attending the open house.  Unfortunately, no one outside of the 

Trinity family attended.  We have heard of interest in the broader Elmira church community in 
our program; if you know of any individuals who would like to participate, please feel free to 
provide them with our contact information. 

Important dates for this year's Children's Winter Wear Drive are:  

     - September 15 - program begins, cards available 

     - October 6 - last day for donations to be brought in to the church. 

We have shifted the program's dates a bit earlier this year.  We have found that due to the time 
it takes to sort, shop, sort again, deliver items to WCS, and get families in to pick up and try on 
their items, the first snowfall or two has already come and gone and freezing temperatures are 
firmly established.  Don't worry though - you won't have trouble in your shopping since winter 
jackets, snowpants, and boots have been in the shops since July! 

If you have gently used or new winter coats, snowpants, or winter boots that you would like to 
provide to support children in need in our community, please bring them in!  Many of the 
requests are for adult sizes too.  If you missed out on making a cash contribution while Tina 
from WCS was here, just let one of the team leaders know.  

New this year we will also be providing boxes numbered by family for participants to deposit 
their donations in.  If you know the Family Number for the items you are bringing in, please 
deposit them in the appropriately numbered box in the entryway or Narthex (the space at the 
back of the sanctuary).  An area for unmatched donations will be available as in the past.  Your 
assistance with Family sorting at drop-off will help immensely when it comes time for us to sort 
and match items before delivery to WCS.  We appreciate your help! 

Thank you for your support in this important service project.  Best wishes for a warm fall!  

- Winter Wear Drive team (Christy Humphrey, Lisa Howell, Jessica Rudow, Melissa Hallock) 
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Fall 2019 Worship & Events 

Sunday worship services start at 10:30 am 

 

Sunday, September 29 
10:30 am Worship  
11:30 am Congregational Meeting 
discussion-changing Rev. Sue’s 
appointment to a Call 

Sunday, October 6 Worldwide 
Communion Day 
10:30 am Worship with Communion 
12:15 Sisters United 

Thursday, October 10  
UCW Meeting - Open to All! 
2:00 pm Using Public Transit  
Speaker: Cheryl Fisher 

Friday October 11  
Community Can Dine 
6:00 – 7:30 pm Turkey Dinner 

Sunday, October 13 Thanksgiving 
10:30 am Intergenerational Service with 
short play.  Please bring bubbles to 
share! 

Wednesday, October 16 
Transit Field Trip (time to be 
determined) 

 

 

Sunday, October 20 World Food Day 
10:30 am Seed Service – Please bring 
seeds of any size, shape, colour.  
Followed by Soup Lunch 

Sunday, October 27  
10:30 am Worship  
11:30 am Congregational vote re: 
changing Rev Sue’s appointment to a Call 

Sunday, November 3 
10:30 am All Saints’ Day Worship Service 
– An opportunity to light a candle in 
memory of loved ones 

Wednesday, November 6 and Thursday, 
November 7 9:30 am Apple Crisp 
preparation 

Friday, November 8  
Community Can Dine 
6:00 – 7:30 pm Macaroni & Cheese  

Sunday, November 10 
10:30 am Remembrance Sunday 
Worship Service 

Sunday, November 17 
10:00 am Worship service at St. James 
Lutheran, as part of our ecumenical 
shared ministry 

 


