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TRINITY UNITED CHURCH 
  21 Arthur St. N., Elmira (P. O. Box 25 Elmira, Ontario, N3B 2Z5) 

519-669-5560 email: triunited@golden.net 
Website: www.trinityunitedelmira.ca 

 
Ministers:  All of us 
CLERGY: Rev Sue Campbell 
revsuetrinityelmira@gmail.com 
Music Director: Tony Domzella adomzella@gmail.com 
Child/Youth Coordinator: Karen Orr 
childandyouthcoordinator@gmail.com 
Treasurer:  Katie Hackert – katiehbooks@gmail.com 
Custodian: Brad Roth (519) 502-0666 
Office Staff:  Susan Beinarovics 
Leadership Council Chair: Mary Feldskov  
mfeldskov@gmail.com 

 
For information about other activities including weddings, baptisms, 

membership, etc. please contact the church office. 

 

Our Acknowledgement of the Land 
"For thousands of years First Nations people have lived on this land. The land 

on which we gather is the traditional territory of the Haudenosaunee 
(Iroquois), Ojibway, Chippewa, and Anishinabek peoples.   

We acknowledge with respect the spirituality, history and culture of the 
peoples with whom Treaty 29 was signed in 1827.  
Acknowledging the territory and the people who have traditionally called it 

home supports our call to live out the United Church's apology to indigenous 
peoples and to live out our call to right relations." 

 

The Voice is the quarterly newsletter of Trinity United Church, Elmira; compiled by Susan Beinarovics. 

 

 

 



3 
 

Table of Contents 
 

o Child & Youth Coordinator………….  19, 20, 21  

o Community Can Dine………………..  10, 11  

o Finance & Property ………………….  24, 25  

o GPS ………………..………………………   15  

o In Memoriam………………..………..  6,7 

o Lay Pastoral Care…………………….  8  

o Leadership Council………………….  13  

o Maintenance Notes………………..  5  

o Minister ………………..………………   4, 17  

o Ministry & Personnel………………  15  

o Music………………..…………………..   14 

o Presbytery…………………………….  12  

o Statistics………………………………  9, 10 

o Treasurer……………………………..  25 

o Trinity Development Committee..  16  

o UCW………………..……………………   18  

o Worship And Events Calendar…  27, 28 

 
  



4 
 

When You’re Weary 

 A couple of weeks ago I preached a stewardship sermon called “When 
You’re Weary” based on a story from Luke’s gospel.  In the story, Simon and his 
buddies are weary from fishing all night 
without catching anything.  Jesus climbs into 
the boat with them and tells them to “put out 
into the deep” and to let down their nets.  The 
nets are soon filled with so many fish that 
they are beginning to break. 

 One of the things I like best about this 
story is the encouragement that Jesus offers 
when those fishermen are “done”.  They’ve got nothing left to give and are worn 
out and bone-tired.  But then Jesus gets into the boat with them.  In our lives, too, 
when things get tough, our faith and our faith community can a strong resource 
that we can turn to.   

I’ve had the priviledge as a minister to witness how people draw upon the 
resources of their faith over and over again as I listen to their stories and 
concerns: 

 One person writes out encouraging verses from the Bible and posts 

them on her fridge where she will see them multiple times a day.   

 Another makes the effort to come to worship trusting that there will 

be something in the service that will speak to him.   

 Others play hymns or contemporary Christian music that speak to 

their heart and give them hope.   

 Still others draw upon the Bible for wisdom by reading a little bit 

every day or by reading a paper or on-line daily devotional. 

What are the faith resources that you turn to when you’re feeling weary 
or heavy-laden?  Is it time to expand or change-up what resources you turn to? 

If you are wondering resources what I draw upon, here are my go-to faith 
resources these days:    

 Memorizing scripture. You’ve likely noticed that, beginning last 

September, I’ve been memorizing the scripture passages each week 
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so that I can “tell” them and hopefully, make them come alive for 

you.  Memorizing the stories also helps me with sermon preparation. 

 Spiritual reading.  I enjoy reading books by authors who have 

practiced their faith over many years and have nuggets of wisdom to 

share.  I’m currently reading “On the Brink of Everything: Grace, 

Gravity and Getting Old” by Parker J. Palmer which is a collection of 

short reflections on a variety of topics.  And I just finished “Almost 

Everything: Notes on Hope” by writer Anne Lamott which lived up to 

its title. 

 Prayer.  I pray daily with John and whoever else sits with us at family 

meals.  Prayers of gratitude, of situations near and far, of people who 

are suffering in one way or another.  When I’m feeling overwhelmed, 

it helps me to remember whose work it is to transform lives. 

 Daily devotionals.  Current favourite is an online one called “God is 

still speaking” from the United Church of Christ. 

I’d love to know what resources you draw upon.  Send me an email with 
what helps when you are feeling weary and/or what you might be planning as a 
spiritual practice for Lent. 

Rev. Sue Campbell 

 

 

A WORD FROM BRAD  

It’s been a challenging winter. It snows, it rains, 

it freezes, it blows! The February 12-13 storm 

proved to be too much for the snowblower, 

but thanks to Larry Martin, we are up and 

running again. 

Spring can’t come soon enough! 

Brad Roth, custodian 
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IN MEMORIAM 

Obituary of Lorraine Kidd 

Passed away peacefully on Friday, December 7, 2018 at Hospice 

Wellington, Guelph, at the age of 85 years. Lorraine (Beggs) Kidd, 

of Elmira, was the beloved wife of the late Donald Kidd (2006). 

Loved mother of Blair (Judy) and Paul (Luisa). Loving grandmother 

of Matthew and Abigail. Dear sister of Joyce (Donald) McDonald. 

Predeceased by her parents Leslie and Ruby (Cherry) Beggs and 

brothers Laverne and George. Lorraine was a retired teacher from 

the Waterloo Region District School Board and enjoyed bowling 

and playing cards. A memorial service was held on Wednesday, 

December 12, 2018 at 1 p.m. at Trinity United Church 

 

Obituary of Betty Bauman 
Passed away peacefully, with family by her side, at Hospice 

Wellington in Guelph, on Sunday, January 13, 2019, at the age of 87 

years. Beloved wife of the late Elmer M. Bauman (2016). Loved 

mother of Connie (Dan) Arndt of RR 2, Alma, Gary (Darlene) of 

Ilderton, Morley of RR 2, Alma, and Sandra Kiers of Listowel. 

Cherished grandmother of Rob and Donna Arndt, Tammy and Mike 

Smits, April and Manfred Jendrosch, Devon and Stephanie Bauman, 

Andrew and Jessica Bauman, Emily Bauman, Victoria Bauman, and 

Adam Kiers and Becca McFarlane, and 18 great-grandchildren. 

Lovingly remembered by Julie Kiers. Dear sister of Merl Ziegler and 

Marie Bauman, and sister-in-law of Susannah Bauman, Earl and 

Betty Bauman, Verna Gingrich, and Erma Gingrich. Predeceased by 

parents Noah and Hilda Ziegler, grandson Eric Bauman, brother 

Laverne Ziegler, brothers-in-law Abner Bauman, Milton Bauman, Henry Bauman, Angus and Ed 

Gingrich, and sisters-in-law Lydia-Ann Bauman, and Joan Ziegler. Betty grew up in Floradale, 

and worked on and off at the Elmira Shirt Factory for over 20 years. She farmed with Elmer on 

the 10th of Peel, then moved to Pheasant Drive in Elmira, where she retired. She was active in 

the United Church Women’s Group, and knitted blankets and baby outfits for Linus and local 

hospitals. A memorial service was held on Thursday, January 17, 2019, at Trinity United Church. 
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Obituary of Lorne Weppler 

Lorne passed away on Monday, February 4, 2019, in his 94th 

year, at Chartwell Elmira Long Term Care Residence.  

Beloved husband of Madeline Marie Weppler, the love of his 

life for 68 years.  

Loving father of Susan (Harold) Kenyon, Anne Weppler-Lowe, 

Margaret (Basil) Zafiriou, Roger Weppler and Richard Weppler.  

Grandpa to Laura (Jeremy) Holmes, Andrew Lowe, Stamatia 

Zafiriou, John Zafiriou, Arete Zafiriou, Elizabeth Kenyon and 

Matthew Kenyon.  

Great-grandpa to Colton and Charlotte Holmes. He will also be 

sadly missed by his nieces and nephews in Toronto and close 

relatives who loved to receive his letters. 

Predeceased by his parents, Otto and Rose Weppler, sister Alice Sanders, brother-in-law Norm 

Sanders, daughter-in-law Marie ‘Ernie’ Weppler, and Winston Rampersad.  

Lorne was born in Neustadt, on April 9, 1925. He moved to Elmira with his family in 1929, 

where his father operated a 5-cent-to-a-dollar store. Lorne took over the Selrites store in 1960, 

after Otto’s passing. He resided in Elmira for most of his life, and married Marie in 1950.  

The funeral was held on February 23 at Trinity United Church.  Many thanks to the staff at 

Chartwell for their care of Lorne over the last six years.  

 

 

 

 

TRINITY IN THE COMMUNITY 

Thanks to our “Trinity Catering” crew, 

we were able to supply one of the 

dinners for the Provincial Curling Event 

held in Elmira Jan 27- Feb 3. Over 100 

people were fed. 
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Lay Pastoral Care Team 

 

Our lay pastoral care team consists of Barb Taylor, Christy Humphrey and Rev. Sue.  

(Unfortunately, Melissa Hallock, a faithful visitor, is having to step down.)  However, we 

realize that we are not the only members of the congregation undertaking pastoral care 

for our members.  We would welcome new members to our pastoral care team, but are 

also happy to hear from anyone who visits congregational members as our list is growing 

of those who would like regular visits.  Please take a moment to sign our Visiting Log 

with the date you visited and your name, and to pass on any pertinent information to 

Rev. Sue.  The visiting log book is kept at the front of the rolling mail cart. 

 

We try to touch base with approximately 35 people at least twice during the year.  Our 

original goal was to visit more often and develop a rapport with those we visited but 

unfortunately this hasn't always happened due to lack of pastoral visitors.   

 

We are grateful to Rev. Sue for faithfully visiting on a regular basis and calling on those 

who are hospitalized, those in retirement/nursing homes, etc. 

 

If anyone knows of someone who would like a visit please let the office or one of the 

team members know.  

Christy Humphrey  

“When Your Valentine Is Gone” Lunch, Feb 14, 2019 
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UNITED CHURCH STATISTICS  

The United Church of Canada June 2017  
  

The United Church is Canada’s largest Protestant denomination, with over 2 million Canadians who, 
when asked by Statistics Canada in 2011, identified their religion as United Church.  
The United Church was formed in 1925 through the union of Canadian Methodists, 
Congregationalists, Local Union Churches, and 70% of Canadian Presbyterians.  
As of December 31, 2017, the United Church is organized into  
• 13 regional Conferences  
• 85 district presbyteries  
• 2,119 local pastoral charges  
• 2,774 individual congregations  
 
The United Church has  
• 3,428 ordained ministers: 2,070 men/1,358 women  
• 289 diaconal ministers: 27 men/262 women  
• 151 designated lay ministers (under appointment)  
Statistical Information on the United Church as of December 31, 2017  
Local Congregations  2,774  
Households Served by Congregations  317,051  
Total Membership in Local Congregations  400,008  
Sunday Schools  1,618  
Sunday School Membership  38,884  
Baptisms  4,811  
Marriages  3,496  
Funerals  13,166  
Estimated Number of Persons under Pastoral 
Care  

1,050,925  

Identifiable Givers to the Church  198,744  
Average Weekly Attendance at Church  125,623  
Candidates for the Ministry  194  
Membership: Other Christian Education 
Programs  

118,424  

Membership of Women’s Groups, including 
UCW  

38,501  

Total Raised by Congregations  $410,457,994  
Amount Received by National Mission and 
Service Fund  

$24,111,485  
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TRINTY UNITED CHURCH ELMIRA STATISTICS FOR 2018 

Baptisms – 3 
  October 7, 2018 – Rosa Ackland, Elena Knudsen, Josephine Rudow 

Marriages  - 2 
  June 23, 2018 – Kristopher Hunt & Sarah Jamieson (in Ingersoll by Rev. D. Kellough) 
  November 30, 2018 Josef Claessens & Tammie Parcels (in Cambridge by Rev. D. Kellough) 

Funerals – 6 
  Marilyn Craig, Janet Harvey, Myrtle Schneider, Bruce Malina, Don McAllister, Lorraine Kidd 

New Members – 2 
  By Transfer – June 17, 2018 – Carol Gray, Kelly Moores 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY CAN DINE 

An outcome of a CCD's meeting to discuss health, safety, and security at Trinity, we are asking all 
internal user groups to use the food supplies that are in the main fridge, furnace room 

freezer, and kitchen cupboards. This will help us ensure we are 
not wasting perishable resources and conducting science 
experiments in the fridges. If you hosting an event and need 
something, please feel free to use what you see. 

If you are the last person to use something, please be courteous 
and either replace it or notify the next person who will be 
hosting (this pertains particularly to milk and cream and coffee 
hour).  The freezer in the furnace room also, generally, has a large 
supply of leftover cookies, etc. from funerals, church events, or 
CCD. Please also consider using those as part of the coffee hour 
between services.  

Moving forward, if everyone could mark items that are not for general consumption, otherwise 
everything is fair game.  

We kindly request the items in the CCD cupboard or freezer (both located in the youth room) 
are not for general consumption. Any items that we would like to offer to the broader church 
will be in the kitchen fridge or furnace room freezer. 

Jessica  Rudow & the CCD Team 

  



11 
 

February Community Can Dine! 

 

On a cold and icy winter's eve, 

80 people came out to eat ham, scalloped potatoes and peas! 

The birthday group were there on Thursday night, 

to peel potatoes, carrots and make a cole slaw to delight. 

Our musicians couldn't make it, the roads were closed from Durham town, 

but many from our Trinity family showed up to support and chow down. 

It was an evening of fun conversation and good food. 

To warm our hearts in February and put us all in a good mood! 

 
Special thanks to The Community Can Dine Organizers for all  your guidance and 
support with the monthly dinners.  You are awesome! 

Janet Morlock 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Dinners: March 8 – Fettuccine Aflredo,   April 12- Roast Pork  



12 
 

WATERLOO PRESBYTERY REPRESENTATIVE’S FINAL REPORT 

Presbytery Representatives: Karen Ross (Lay), Rev. Sue Campbell (Ministry) 

As noted in the various Presbytery Reports in The Voice throughout the year, change was 
occurring all around the Presbytery, Conference and the National Church in 2018.  Here 
are the highlights: 

 The final meeting of Hamilton Conference was held at the Unifor Centre, Port 
Elgin in May 2018. 

 A get acquainted meeting of Region 8 took place in October 2018 at Mount 
Forest United Church with over 150 representatives attending. 

 A worship service celebrating Presbytery was held November 4, 2018 at 
Parkminster.  Rev. Paul Miller, the Presbytery Support Minister, shared a message 
of hope, based on Romans 8.  The church is in a transitional time in Canadian 
history. Things are not what they used to be, and the future is uncertain.  But we 
have hope, and faith in Jesus. God is with us, we are not alone. 

 The final Meeting of Waterloo Presbytery was held at First, Waterloo on 
November 27, 2018. Acknowledgements were given to all ministry personnel and 
staff, and all lay persons who have served in Waterloo Presbytery. The custom at 
meetings is for the meal to be prepared and served by the host congregation. 
There have been many delicious chicken, ham, casserole dinners served by willing 
people.  Since this was the final celebration dinner, food was prepared by 
Vincenzo’s and served by the Presbytery Council members. 

 Waterloo Presbytery and Hamilton Conference no longer exist, as of December 
31, 2018.   
The pastoral charges that were in Waterloo Presbytery are now in Western 
Ontario Waterways Regional Council (Region 8). 

 Trinity Elmira has been a part of “Northwest Cluster” for quite a few years, 
including Elora, Fergus, Drayton, Moorefield, Bloomingdale, Belwood-Metz, 
Trinity Elmira.  A meeting for an expanded cluster was held in January 2019. 

 I encourage you to read the January 2019 issue of The United Church Observer 
magazine which describes the changes in church structure and funding. 
   

Thank you for your support during my 6 years as Presbytery Representative.  I will 
continue as Trinity’s representative for Region 8, our Northwest Cluster and for the 
Trinity Development Committee in 2019. 
 
Karen Ross  
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LEADERSHIP COUNCIL 

It feels like we just celebrated a new year -- some of us with a quiet night in with our spouse, 
kids or friends, and others with party hats and noise makers and lots of food.   
 
Throwing out the 2018 calendar and starting afresh with one for 2019 is but only one "new 
year" that we will experience. We have a new school year to look forward to each September 
and our programs and activities like hockey and soccer and baseball run on an annual schedule. 
At Trinity, a new year starts with our Annual Congregational Meeting, coming up quickly on 
March 3. 
 
There is important business to discuss, like nominations for our various teams of volunteers and 
approving the financial statements and budgets. 
But it's also a time to reflect back on the year that 
was and look forward to the year ahead. We also 
hope to have a little fun and fellowship  (and food! 
it's always important to have food!) at this year's 
meeting. We hope you will join us. 
 
As always, the annual congregational meeting is a 
time to acknowledge our dedicated volunteers, of 
which there are many in our congregation.  
THANK YOU to all who have served over the past 
year, in whatever capacity and with whatever gifts 
you bring to Trinity.  
 
If I, or another member of the leadership team approach you about serving on one of the many 
"teams" at Trinity -- or you see or hear of a volunteer role that you might be interested in -- 
please prayerfully consider the opportunity.  The roles are varied and whatever your gifts and 
talents, they can be used to further our mission to live, love and learn through Christ's teaching. 
 
Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful 
stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. 1 Peter, 4:10. 

 
Mary Feldskov 

mfeldskov@gmail.com 

  

mailto:mfeldskov@gmail.com
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MUSIC NOTES 

Music at Trinity is running smoothly, 

with things a bit calmer now as we gear 

up for Lent. With the choir, we are 

excited to be working on some more 

difficult anthems, and the band is 

playing some very exciting music. Be 

sure to look out for a collaboration 

around Easter! Since the last Voice, the 

piano has been tuned and all our 

equipment is working well. 

I am also excited that members of the 

Trinity music program are participating in other music projects in the community! Notably, the 

Elmira Ministerial is hosting a charity presentation of Handel’s famous oratorio, Messiah. Our 

most recent numbers suggest that there will be over 130 singers in the choir! This will not be a 

stuffy classical music concert; we are doing our best to make the work accessible for everyone, 

whether it’s your first Messiah or your twentieth. Performances will be in the evenings on April 

12th and 13th at Woodside Bible 

Fellowship, and at 3:00 pm on April 

14th at Floradale Mennonite 

Church. We would love to see you 

there! 

 

Another exciting project some 

Trinity members are involved in is 

the Local Vocals, a community 

choir presented by Woolwich 

Healthy Communities. Rehearsals will be on Tuesday evenings from 7:00 to 8:30 at Trinity, 

starting March 19th. This will culminate in a performance on Friday, May 10th, at 7:00 following 

Community Can Dine. If you wish to join the choir, please email Nancy Stayzer 

(nancy.stayzer@gmail.com) by March 5th so that we can have music ready in time. 

 

Tony Domzella, Music Director  

The Band, Feb 10, 2019 

Choir practice, Jan 13, 2019 

mailto:nancy.stayzer@gmail.com
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 CELEBRATE EARTH HOUR 

Come celebrate Earth Hour on Saturday, March 
30 at Trinity United Church, Fellowship Hall with 
a potluck dinner by Tea Light.  
The celebrations will begin at 6:00 P.M.  
This event will be hosted by the GPS (Grow, 
Participate, Serve ) Team. 

Bette Cummings, GPS Team.  

 

 

MINISTRY & PERSONNEL COMMITTEE REPORT 

Not much to report in this issue of the Voice, which is a good thing. We held our 
annual staff reviews (some people were more like 6 months) in January and things 
continue to progress well. 

God has truly blessed us with such talented and caring people. 

Please continue to show your support and appreciation for Reverend Sue 
Campbell (our Minister), Susan Beinarovics (our Office Administrator), Brad Roth 
(our Custodian), Karen Orr (our Youth and Children Coordinator), Tony Domzella 
(our Music Director) and Katie Hackert (our off-site Treasurer) as they try their 
best to look after our Trinity church family. 

Blessings, 

John Osborne & Tim Donkersgoed 

Ministry & Personnel Committee 

 

  



16 
 

TRINITY ON THE MOVE 

Trinity has already proven itself adept at risk-taking by voting overwhelmingly in favour 
of redeveloping our site.  In January, however, we got a first-hand experience of what 
worshipping in a smaller space might look and feel like.  Over several weeks, different 
parts of the sanctuary were roped off -  first the back pews on either side, then one 
entire side.  People were forced to relocate and find new places to sit.  While some 
missed their “comfortable pew”, many commented that they enjoyed the fellowship that 
resulted in sitting closer together and how full the church looked.  The singing was also 
stronger.  One drawback for some, however, was that their neck felt strained since they 
had to tilt it back more to see the screen.  All this feedback will be helpful as we begin to 
plan what our new worship space will be like. 

NOTE FROM THE TRINITY DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 

Good news! Our developer, West Development Group, met with the Township of 
Woolwich on February 7 in a pre-consultation meeting. We are expecting to receive a 
contract from WDG by the end of the month. The TDC committee, along with the help of 
our consultant, Michael Wright, will then negotiate the terms and submit the contract to 
our lawyer to work out the finer details.  

The leadership team has struck 3 sub-committees to help guide us through all the ins-
and-outs of our move to temporary space during the time that our site is being 
redeveloped. One group will be evaluating the need for temporary space and where will 
worship in the interim; the second group will be challenged with what to do with all of 
our "stuff" as we prepare to downsize; and a third group will take a lead in honouring 
Trinity's past and celebrating our future. 

  

Children’s Time with Kris Moore, Jan. 27, 2019 Remembering our Baptism,   
with Rev. Sue & Rev. Kellough, Jan. 13, 2019 
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COMMUNION AT TRINITY 
 
What is it? 
Communion is one of the two sacraments* we celebrate in 
the United Church.   

 A sacrament is a symbolic action or ritual where we 
encounter God’s grace. 

 Although many rituals or actions we do could be 
seen as sacraments, there are only two “official” 
sacraments recognized as such in the United 
Church. 

 
What does it mean? 

 Communion is about Jesus 
o Before we eat and drink ordinary things like bread and grape juice, we are 

invited to remember Jesus and his commitment to service, justice and love for 
all.  He gave of himself for others and by celebrating communion, we are saying 
that we commit to doing this too. 

o At the table, Jesus is the host and we are the guests. 

 Communion is also a reminder of a feast where all are included and welcomed.  

 Communion points to a vision of a heavenly banquet where there is enough for all. 

 Communion takes place at a table to remind us of our kitchen/dining room tables in our 
own homes.  Every time we eat, we can remember the gospel and God’s love for us. 

 
Different names – same Sacrament 

 Communion is also called The Lord’s Supper, the Eucharist, Holy Communion 
 

How Often? 

 At Trinity, we celebrate communion about six times a year, usually at the beginning of 
each major season in the liturgical year:  Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter, Pentecost and 
Thanksgiving. 

 
It’s Open to all: 

 The United Church of Canada practices an “open” table which means that anyone who 
seeks to share the love of Jesus is welcome to participate. 

 
*The other sacrament is baptism.  Marriage, interestingly enough, is not a sacrament, and 
neither are confirmation or ordination.  We only celebrate two sacraments because these are 
the two rituals that Jesus participated in. 
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UCW  

The Christmas meeting of the UCW was well attended and everyone enjoyed the food, 

carol sing and fellowship. 

 

Thanks to Barb Taylor, the “Cooks in the Kitchen” keep busy.  Members of the 

Congregation prepared a meal for the recent Ontario Curling Championships that were 

held  here in Elmira...thanks for the many hands that helped to prepare the meal of, pork 

loin, carrots, roasted potatoes, cabbage salad and apple crisp for dessert. Watch the 

bulletins for the upcoming cooking events.  

Sadly two members of our UCW have passed away.  Lorraine Kidd and Betty Bauman 

were very dedicated to our group and their presence at our meetings will be missed.  It 

was a honour to serve the luncheon after their funerals. 

We look forward to having Marianne Vandervliet speak on the topic “Aging in Place” at 

our meeting on Thursday February 21 at 2 o’clock.  All ladies of congregation are invited 

to attend any of our meetings.  There is always good discussion and a cup of tea!  

Linda Hastings 
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CELEBRATIONS FROM CHILDREN AND YOUTH MINISTRY  
God continues to bless our ministries! 

FBI – Faithful Bible Investigators 

 In January we investigated how Jesus spent quiet time with God to recharge 
and how we can and need to do the same in our busy lives  

 In February we investigated how Jesus teaches us to love others so we 
learned how to bless others by words and actions 

 We are currently preparing for police checks and screening policies to 
protect our volunteers and our children and youth 

 God provides us with great senior investigators who share their love of our 
ministry! Thanks for the blessings and gifts of Leasa Donkersgoed, Helen 
Smith, Mary Feldskov, Kristin Moore, Jessica Rudow and Karen Hall for 
leading FBI in January and February. Thanks to Barb Taylor and Marilyn 
Arsenault for serving in the nursery! 

 

Messy Church 

 Continues to engage and bless many families 

 Thanks for the blessing of  Kelly Moores, Helen Smith and the rest of the 
families who led the February Messy Church 
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Youth  

 The blessing of a new event! Beverage 
Boosters !  Karen Orr delivered a 
beverage (that a senior youth chose) 
during exam time. We chatted for a 
few minutes and then Karen prayed  
and blessed the youth. Senior youth, 
look for it again during June exams! 

 Youth hosted a fun games night in 
January where 16 people of all ages 
came out for fun and fellowship 

 Youth went to the Exitus Escape room 
in January and did succeed in 
escaping! Thanks for the blessing of 
Dave Hall who joined in the escape as 
a leader! 

 Youth group days included a nature 
walk and a hot chocolate 

 The blessing of a Girls Journey* group 
that has officially started  see below 

 The youth chose the Three Toed Sloth 
as their animal they wish to sponsor with 
their fundraising money  

 

*What's a journey group? 
A journey group is a group for youth or adults. It is a 
monthly meeting of 3 plus Karen Orr and runs about 
an hour for youth and two hours for adults. The group 
shares faith, joys, sorrows, struggles in a quiet deep 
listening way. One member shares first. Then we share 
back what we heard a person say and then we share 
back what connected to us in their story. Then the one 
who first shared their story, shares back if they gained 
any new perspectives or affirmations. Then we pray for 
each other! It helps us to know that we are not alone, we 
share the same struggles/joys and helps us support one 
another in our journeys. If you as a youth or as an adult 
are interested in participating in one, please let Karen 
Orr know! 
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Parents and families 

 We were blessed with parental feedback and involvement in a meeting 
concerning safety issues in FBI and other events in the church 

 Parents (or anyone interested) were blessed by four new contemplative evenings 
in December called Resting in God's Love in preparation for Advent. Several 
people took part, even members of the community 

 

Upcoming- please mark on the calendar! 

February 24 -11 am Youth group : Crepes with Chris 

March 3: Child program/nursery provided for the annual general meeting 

March 31 Camp Sunday - one service at 11am 

June 2 Church Picnic 

June 9 Celebration day service of Child and Youth Ministries -one service at 11am 

In this month of LOVE, remember how BELOVED you truly are! 

On a personal note, Karen has almost finished to become certified through a Christian 
Transformational Coaching course! 

 

Blessings, 

Karen Orr 
Spiritual Director and Coordinator of Children and Youth Ministries 

 

Christmas Pageant 2018 
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On Sunday, February 10, Rev Dave Jagger led a very informative workshop on the 

many ways we can support our church with legacy gifts. If you are interested in 

pursuing one of these options, contact Rev Dave at: 

519-570-6892 

djagger@united-church.ca 

www.stewarshiptoolkit.ca 

www.unitedchurchfoundation.ca 

mailto:djagger@united-church.ca
http://www.stewarshiptoolkit.ca/
http://www.unitedchurchfoundation.ca/
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FINANCE & PROPERTY TEAM 
 
Overall things have been pretty quiet on the Finance & Property front, which is 
probably a good thing! 
 
Unfortunately for 2018 we ended the year with a deficit (although the good news 
is the deficit was smaller than what we ended 2017 with).  The financial results for 
the full year, ending as of December 31, 2018 was: 
 
Income                               $161,847.76 
Expenses                            $189,002.84 
                                             ----------------- 
Net Deficit                         ($27,155.08) 
 
Manse income                  $20,014.53 
Solar panel income          $  2,640.00 
                                             ---------------- 
Final net deficit                ($4,500.55) 
 
While our cash flow is okay, we can’t continue to run a deficit year over year, as 
this will eventually catch up to us.    I encourage you to think about what the 
church means to you and what your gift to the church is to ensure that we can be 
in position in 2019 to finish the year without a deficit.      
 
As you think about what your gift to the church will be in 2019, some interesting 
information for you to keep in mind is that based on contributions to the church in 
2018, the average gift is $1,216.50 and the median gift is $895.00.    The average 
gift is just a total of all the gifts divided by the number of gifts given.  The median 
gift is the middle of a list of sorted numbers, so each contributors gift is listed in 
order from highest to lowest and then you find the middle number to get the 
median gift amount.    Where are you compared to the average or median gift?   
Are you comfortable with this or is this your call to action to increase your gift to 
your church?   If you aren’t on PAR, I also encourage you to consider making this 
the year you go on PAR.    PAR is a simple, easy and convenient way to ensure you 
make a regular monthly contribution to your church, even if you aren’t getting to 
church every Sunday to make your gift to the church.  
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As you have seen, we have started a new program this year – “Pay the monthly 
bills”, to allow you to make some extra contributions to the church to cover our 
bills each month, thus allowing your PAR and Sunday contributions to be more 
focused on our us living out our church’s missions – “To live, love and learn by 
Christ’s teachings”.   Thanks to everyone who so far has helped by the bills in 
January and February and we look forward to everyone’s continued support in 
paying the monthly bills.  
 
Hopefully you are/have attended the annual meeting on March 3 and had the 
opportunity to review our official financial statements for 2018 and review the 
proposed 2019 budget.   If you were not at the meeting and would like to have 
this information please contact the office and request copies of this information.  
 
Randy Warren  
Finance & Property Team 
 
 
 
TREASURY NOTES 

Spring is coming fast and that means new beginnings!  Although I am not new, to many of you I 

may be. My name is Katie Hackert and I have been the treasurer at Trinity United Church since 

2007.  I am a self employed book keeper to many of small businesses in Elmira and K-W. I am a 

very busy mom with my 2 boys (now 15 & 12) and 2 step sons (14 & 12). All 4 play hockey and 3 

play hardball.  Many of you might see me 

popping in or just see my name on your tax 

receipt or around town.  Please feel free to say 

hi or catch up if it has been a while. If you have 

any questions with your donations or want to 

increase or join on PAR, please contact me at 

katiehbooks@gmail.com or 519-502-2712 

I hope all have a wonderful 2019! 

 

Katie Hackert, Treasurer 

  

mailto:katiehbooks@gmail.com
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WORSHIP AND EVENTS CALENDAR 

Sunday, March 3 10:30 am Annual Congregational Meeting and Worship in the 
Fellowship Hall, followed by potluck lunch 

Wednesday, March 6 7:00 pm Ash Wednesday Service at St. James Lutheran 

Friday, March 8 6:00pm Community Can Dine, Fellowship Hall 

Sunday March 10 Lent 1 (Daylight Savings Time begins) 
 9:30 am Worship with Communion 
 11:00 am Worship with Communion 
 12:00 pm Lenten Friends Lunch, Fellowship Hall 

Friday, March 15 7:30 pm Euchre, Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, March 17 Lent 2 
 9:30 am Worship led by Tony Domzella 
 11:00 am Worship led by Tony Domzella 

Wednesday, March 20  
  7:00 pm Lenten Worship at Trinity 

Sunday, March 24 Lent 3 
 9:30 am Worship and F.B.I. 
 11:00 Worship and Youth Group 

Saturday, March 30 
   6:00 pm Earth Hour Potluck, Fellowship Hall 

Sunday, March 31 Lent 4 
 ONE Worship Service at 11:00 am led by the Youth 

Sunday, April 7 Lent 5 
 9:00 am Messy Church 
 11:00 am Worship 

Friday, April 12 
   6:00 pm Community Can Dine, Fellowship Hall 
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Sunday, April 14 Palm Sunday 
 9:30 am Worship and F.B.I 
 11:00 am Worship 

Thursday, April 18 Maundy Thursday 
 6:00 pm Potluck Supper, Worship with Communion and  optional hand/foot 
washing 

Friday, April 19 Good Friday 
 10:00 am Worship 

Sunday, April 21 Easter 
 ONE Worship service at 11:00 am with Communion 

 
  
 


