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TRINITY UNITED CHURCH 
  21 Arthur St. N., Elmira (P. O. Box 25 Elmira, Ontario, N3B 2Z5) 

519-669-5560 email: triunited@golden.net 
Website: www.trinityunitedelmira.ca 

 
Ministers:  All of us 

Clergy: Rev Sue Campbell 

revsuetrinityelmira@gmail.com 

Music Director: Tony Domzella adomzella@gmail.com 

Child/Youth Coordinator: Karen Orr 

                                             childandyouthcoordinator@gmail.com 

Treasurer:  Katie Hackert – katiehbooks@gmail.com 

Custodian: Brad Roth (519) 502-0666 

Office Staff:  Susan Beinarovics 

Leadership Council Chair: Mary Feldskov   mfeldskov@gmail.com 

 

For information about other activities including weddings, baptisms, 
membership, etc. please contact the church office. 

 

Our Acknowledgement of the Land 

"For thousands of years First Nations people have lived on this land. The land 
on which we gather is the traditional territory of the Haudenosaunee 
(Iroquois), Ojibway, Chippewa, and Anishinabek peoples.   

We acknowledge with respect the spirituality, history and culture of the 
peoples with whom Treaty 29 was signed in 1827.  

Acknowledging the territory and the people who have traditionally called it 
home supports our call to live out the United Church's apology to indigenous 
peoples and to live out our call to right relations." 

 

The Voice is the quarterly newsletter of Trinity United Church, Elmira; compiled by Susan Beinarovics.
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All I Really Want        Advent 2018 

 
I am now at the stage in life where I have all the physical things that I need.  In fact, we have 

more than we need and are saving some things for Luke for when he sets up his first apartment on a 
work-term.  An old couch, a well-used desk, the dresser that I used growing up – all these will be his. 
 

But in spite of having so many things, there are still things that I long for.  Things like meaningful 
conversations, authentic community, a sense of belonging, a deepening spirituality, a growing 
experience of God in the world, others, and myself.  It’s not that I haven’t already experienced these 
things, it’s just that as we approach the Christmas season, these longings become deeper as I reflect on 
what it is that was important to Jesus.  
 

I want the annual celebration of the birth of Christ to make a difference in my life and in the 
world.  I believe, like Jesus did, that justice can come, that hope can be known, that peace can reign, 
that joy can come alive, that love can grow.  I want to continue to seek ways to bring them alive and I 
believe that Jesus has shown us how to live so these things can flourish. 
 

That’s why we always decorate our house on the first Sunday of Advent.  It’s why I always buy 
an Advent calendar.  It’s why I always look for and read a new Advent and Christmas devotional book.  I 
need help on the journey to the manger.  I need the grace of God to reveal my own short-comings and 
ways to overcome them.  I need a power greater than myself to follow through on good intentions to 
make a difference. 
 

To help me on my journey this year, I’m going to read a devotional book by Quinn Caldwell 
called All I Really Want and invite you to consider reading it too.  In it, there is a reflection for each 
morning and each evening, along with some suggestions for small, daily actions that aim to give you 
some “holy breathing space.”  Here’s what he says about the book in his introduction: 

“Let’s just get one thing straight: this book is not going to help you ‘simply the season.’  It’s not 
going to help you throw a stress-free Christmas party or create the Best Christmas Ever in five 
easy steps.  I’m not here to simplify anything for you.  Neither is God.  If you have too many 
cookie exchanges or whatever, you’re just going to have to find a way to deal with that yourself.  
This book is actually designed to complicate the season.  It’s here to invite you to think and pray 
a little more deeply about it.  And this year, isn’t that all you really want?” 

 
What do you want for Christmas?  
 
 
Rev. Sue 
P.S.  As always, I welcome your thoughts and/or conversations around this or any other topic. Join me 
on a Tuesday at 10 a.m. or call another day and drop in.  I’m often here and will happily put on the 
kettle! 

  



5 
 

Advent Devotional 
 

Would you like a meaningful Advent devotional book?  Sign 

up in the narthex to get your copy of "All I Really Want" by 

Quinn Caldwell.  It has a reflection and prayer for morning 

and evening for both the Advent and Christmas seasons, 

along with suggested daily action to give "holy breathing 

space".  Approximately $22.00. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Advent Intentions 

Set a daily intention to spend time with God 

Sign up  (https://waytolead.org/advent-intentions-2018/) to receive a daily Advent intention in 

your inbox beginning in December (sample).  

I intend to spend this Advent day with all the curiosity, generosity, and hope that God gave me. 
I intend to spend this day with God. 
I intend to share my joy. 

  

http://waytolead.org/advent-intentions-email/
http://waytolead.org/advent-intentions-sample/
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Join us for Worship! 

December 2 ADVENT 1 Communion  

9:00 am Messy Church 

10:30 am Congregational Information Meeting  

11:00am Worship  

7:00 pm Community Memorial Service at Trinity 

December 9 ADVENT 2  

9:30 am Worship and Sunday School (Pageant practice) 

10:30 am Cookie Walk 

11:00 am Worship  

7:00 pm Community Advent Carol Service at Floradale Mennonite  

December 16 ADVENT 3  

(pageant practice) 

11:00 am Lessons & Carols Service  

December 23 ADVENT 4  

11:00 am Worship and Christmas Pageant 

MONDAY, December 24 CHRISTMAS EVE  

5:00 pm Family Service  

7:00 pm Candlelight Communion Service 

 

 

 

December 30  

11:00 am Intergenerational Worship -Carols and a Christmas Story 

January 6 EPIPHANY  

11:00 am Worship and Sunday School, with an Epiphany Cake and Marking the Door 
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Grounded: Finding God in the World  
(a sermon series based on the book by Diana Butler Bass) 
 

Where is God?  It might seem like a simple question but how we answer this question shapes 
our understanding of who God is, the kind of music we sing at a church service, the way we pray, and 
what we expect from our lives. 
 
 Not so long ago, most people believed in a three-tiered universe, with God situated in heaven 
up above; with us in the world below; and then the underworld, where some feared we might go after 
death.   But ever since we have discovered that we can create hell here on earth with war, and terrorism 
and ecological destruction, that three-tiered universe has been flattened.  If hell is here on earth, 
perhaps heaven is too.  Maybe God is not just “up there” and sitting on a far-off throne; maybe God is 
right here with us now.   
 

This fall, we had a sermon series called Finding God in the World.  It was based on the idea that 
God can be found in different aspects of our world – on earth, water, sky, roots and home.  In exploring 
these different places where God is found, the hope was that we could become more grounded in our 
faith, and ultimately, more connected to the communities in which we live.   

 
Our faith has been changing over the centuries.  People are no longer asking “what must I do to 

be saved?”; they’re asking, “where is God?”, and they are discovering that God shows up in a whole lots 
of places and spaces -- while on a walk, in the beauty of coral reefs, in a spirit of wonder, in friendships 
and relationships of all sorts. 

 
In fact, the biblical narrative is all about a God who comes close to us.  This is the story at the 

root of our faith – Jesus, Emmanuel, God with us.  God in the face of a neighbour like the Good 
Samaritan.  God in the Big Dipper as Abraham and Sarah stare at a starry sky. God in acts of justice like 
Jesus challenging the moneychangers in the temple.  God on a mountaintop like in the psalms.  The 
world is profoundly sacred.   
 

Rev. Sue  
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What Do Ministers Do for Continuing Education? 
 

As part of our ongoing development, all ministers are invited to take up to three weeks 
of continuing education this year.  This helps to ensure that we make a commitment to life-long 
learning and that we continue to grow and read and stretch ourselves.  As one wise elder said, 
“Are you having 30 years of ministry or are you have one year of ministry 30 times?” 
 

This fall I have been priviledged to attend a number of interesting events to continue my 
own learning and development as a minister and to gather ideas for church leadership and 
vitality, faith development, and practice of ministry.  Here are some recent highlights: 
 
Sept. 27     Courageous Conversations – on MAiD (Medical Assistance in Dying) 

This one-day event focused on the new legislation that came into effect  and helped to 
prepare ministers in the event that we are asked to accompany someone and/or their 
families as he/she dies.  The speaker was Dr. Andrea Frolic, a medical anthropologist, 
who works with many people as they approach the end of their lives through the 
Hamilton Health Sciences network.  It was an excellent presentation and included 
liturgical resources.  This event was sponsored by the Pastoral Care Team of Hamilton 
Conference.  

 
Oct. 2  Webinar: “What Should I Do with All This Stuff?”  

During this 2 hour webinar (a presentation brought live via computer) we: 

 discussed what’s important to save, and what can be thrown away in good 
conscience. 

 got of list the kinds of things that can be stored at the United Church Archives. 

 heard what you need to do to ensure that important documents make it the 
United Church Archives intact and in good condition. 

 learned why artifacts should not be donated to United Church Archives and how 
we can retain the history those artifacts represent in other ways. 

This webinar was attended by one of our trustees, some UCW members, a member 
from our Leadership Council, and others. 

 
Oct. 12-13     Network of Biblical Storytelling Annual Conference 

Have you noticed that I have been attempting to share scripture by heart this fall to try 
and make it come alive in a new way?  To further develop my skills with this, I attended 
a two-day national conference on biblical storytelling.  The plenary speaker was Rev. Dr. 
Thomas Yoder-Neufeld (professor emeritus in New Testament from Conrad Grebel 
University College) and there were many workshop options where we could practice 
and hone our skills. 
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Oct. 17     Marijuana: Some Perspectives for Consideration for the Christian  
     Community 

This evening workshop was sponsored by Christians Together – a ministerial for KW and 
surrounding region.  Marion Lambert and I attended this event together and was a 
response to the new legislation which came into being that very day.  Guest speakers 
were a medical doctor (Dr. Peter Kuhnert) and Brad Wilton (a counsellor with Delton 
Glebe Counselling Centre). 

 
Nov. 7      Thickening the Sacred Story workshop with Martina Steiger 

This one-day workshop explored how we can use story to help others situate their story 
in the larger divine story.  The presenter, Martin Steiger, has a graduate degree in 
narrative medicine and is currently working with the LINN health network as a 
consultant as they envision the new hospice in Waterloo. 

 
Nov. 11-13     Lester Randall Preaching Conference 

This 2 ½ days conference in Toronto was sponsored by 6 Toronto churches and 
Theological Colleges across denominations.  It was a veritable feast of speakers, worship 
and workshops, including former Archbishop of Canterbury, Rowan Williams, and Rev. 
Dr. Susan Sparks – a former trial lawyer and stand-up comedian turned minister!  The 
theme of the conference this year was Peace.  Several workshops I attended were: 
“Preaching Punchlines”, “What to do about our Violent Scriptures”, “Preaching to a Felt 
Need” and others.  Held at Yorkminster Park Baptist Church, Calvin Presbyterian, Deer 
Park United, Christ Church Deep Pak Anglican churches 
 

Rev. Sue 
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Enjoying the Welcome Back Breakfast BBQ  

on Sunday, September 9, 2018. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trinity Development Committee Update 

At the September 20, 2018 meeting of the Trinity Development Committee, Trinity Leadership Team and 

Trustees, Michael Wright informed us that Springfield Developments had withdrawn its participation in 

our proposed building project.  However, another developer from West Development Group attended 

the meeting and a non-binding Letter of Intent was in place.  The committee met again on November 22 

to hear the details from West Development Group. A special Congregational Meeting is planned for 

Sunday, December 2, 2018 at 10:30 am.  The purpose of the meeting is to vote on the proposal by 

West Development Group. (This is occurring after Messy Church finishes and before 11:00 worship. 

Coffee will be available.  The Cookie Walk will be postponed one week to Sunday, December 9.) Stay 

tuned for more information via email, Sunday morning announcements and Trinity Discussions page on 

Facebook. 

Questions? Ask Peter Kupfer, Chair of TDC. 
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A Report from Children and Youth Ministries 

And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you 
need, you will abound in every good work.                                 -2 Corinthians 9:8  

As a Spiritual Director, it is my job to keep my eyes and ears on what God is doing in our lives 
and share it!   What I have seen since I have been back at Trinity, is that God is blessing our 
children and youth ministries! It is time to celebrate and give thanks to God!  

F.B.I. –Faithful Bible Investigators 

 We are investigating “Who is Jesus?” this year during the 9:30 service. So far we have 
learned about the Bible and that Jesus was first and foremost a servant 

 For the month of Serving, the children made cookies for coffee and cookie time 

 For the month of Serving, the youth led Messy Church, Sunday School, served at Coffee 
time, and created and led worship! 

 We give thanks for the Senior Investigators and their gifts we have been blessed with so 
far: Karen Hall, Melissa Hallock, Kristin Moore, 
and Jessica Rudow 

 We have 19 children and youth registered for 
F.B.I. classes! 

 We now have 4 FBI classes- one for JK-Gr 1, Gr 
2-4, Gr 5-8 and one for high school youth 

 Children and youth are learning spiritual 
practices! The children and youth are having a 
minute of silence, or practicing breath or body 
prayers at the start of their classes. We are 
also learning the practice of the Examen which 
asks questions like “ What am I thankful for 
today ?”  or “Where did I feel close to God 
today?” 

 We have new families coming 

 We had a parent meeting with 7 parents in 
September 

 We had F.B.I. leader training 

 We are excited about God blessing our 
pageant this year- an intergenerational one with children and adults! 

Nursery 

 God has been bringing us more babies and toddlers! We have 6 potential children that 
are using the nursery! 

 We give thanks for the nursery leaders and their love of children: Barb Taylor, Marilyn 
Arsenault and back up person Marianne Vandervliet 
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Messy Church 

 Our monthly program begins with breakfast, followed by 
activities and crafts on the theme, then worship 

 God continues to nudge us to explore Messy Church 
with 20-30 people coming out monthly!  

 Messy Church provides a much-needed family ministry 

 We give thanks for the leadership of Helen Smith in the 
kitchen and her gifts of cooking as well as Susan 
Beinarovics for her help in the kitchen! 

 We give thanks for youth accepting leadership roles in the Messy church service! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth 

 God is so good! God is nudging the youth to participate with a solid attendance of 6-8 
youth at every event!! 

 Youth group is celebrating two times to meet…on the second Friday of the month eating 
dinner with CCD followed by youth group as well as the fourth Sunday of the month 
making lunch at 11am followed by youth group 

 God blessed us with a great retreat day 
at a “yurt”!  We walked our first 
labyrinth, had Rev. Sue visit us, had 
quiet time with God and where youth 
shared where they felt close to God 

 During Sunday worship we had a youth 
moment by Brandon Hall sharing his 
experience at the yurt retreat! 

 Youth created and shared worship in 
November after spending 4 hours the 
Sunday before in planning mode. We 
give thanks for the blessing of having 
Janet and Scott Morlock offer leadership 
on this day as well as our Music Director Tony for leading the songs! 

 Youth are forming a community which is exciting to see! 
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 The youth made and served pizza for our Food Auction and raised $158.00 to be split 
between the youth group budget and sponsoring an animal of their choice from the 
World Wildlife Fund 

 We give thanks for the gifts of Karen Hall, Melissa Hallock, Leasa Donkersgoed, Jessica 
and Jonathan Rudow who have assisted in our youth group 

What will God nudge us towards in the new year? I am wondering if God is leading us to create 
intergenerational events, or workshops and opportunities to refuel and equip parents, or more 
family events, and continuing to find out more of the character of Jesus. 

Thank you to everyone for their support of our ministries! Thank you to the parents for bringing 
your children to church and valuing the importance of this ministry in the lives of your children.  
It is an exciting time! I also want to personally thank the whole congregation and staff for 
welcoming me (back!) to Trinity. I have felt such a warm welcome. It truly is wonderful to be 
back and to see that the energy of the congregation is still there and even stronger! 

Blessings to all of you this holiday season. May you feel the presence of Christ in your heart this 
year and always,  

Karen Orr 

Spiritual Director and Coordinator of Children and Youth Ministries 

 

  

Euchre 

By the time the Voice comes out we will have held 2 Euchre Nights – 

October & November.  In October we had 4 tables playing.  November 

Euchre is slightly different as we do not hand out prizes for play, but that 

portion of our fee is put toward a donation to the Woolwich Christmas 

Goodwill Hamper.  Last year our donation to them was $60.00 which is 

made up of prize money and extra donations from lunch money over the 

past year.  We hopefully will be able to increase our donation this year. 

2019 dates for Euchre are January 18 and March 15.  You don’t have to 

be a Trinity Member to join the fun.  Cost is only $2.00 per person.  Bring 

along your friends.  See you in 2019. 

Marilyn Read 
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In Memoriam 

Myrtle Schneider 

Passed away peacefully on Monday, September 17, 2018, at St. Mary’s 
Hospital, at the age of 81 years. Myrtle was a resident at Elmira District 
Community Living since 1975. Dear aunt of Jane and Gord Johnson of Elmira 
and great-aunt of Ronnie and Michelle Johnson of Toronto, Andy Johnson of 
Elmira, and Benjamin Jonas of Waterloo. Myrtle was predeceased by her 
sister, Eva Jonas, her niece Joyce Cross, and her parents Jacob and Edith 
(Spies) Schneider.  

 

Don McAllister 

Peacefully passed away on Friday, October 12, 2018 at Innisfree House, 
Kitchener, in his 96th year. 

Don was the beloved husband of Bessie (Howes) McAllister for 74 years. 
Dear father of Sharon Farr of Elmira and Ronald McAllister of Mabel Lake, 
BC. Loving grandfather of Charlene Pringle of Elmira and Darren and Jillian 
Farr of Barrie. Great-grandfather of Derek Boyce and Kelsea Book; 

 Brayden, Charlotte, Emilie and Spenser Farr, and great-great-grandfather of Jacob Pardy, 
Teagan, Micah and Kytann Boyce, Caleb Book and Izabelle Ward. 
Predeceased by his parents Robert and Maud McAllister, brothers Francis and Charles, and 
sisters Thelma and Alice. 

 Bruce Malina 

Passed away peacefully after a brief illness at Grand River Hospital KW 
Campus on Thursday, October 11, 2018, at the age of 70 years. 

Bruce was the beloved husband of Marlene (White) Malina of Elmira. Loved 
father of Christopher and Kelly White, Amanda (Steve Gourgue) Malina, and 
Jennifer Malina. Dear son-in-law of Annie White. 
He was predeceased by his parents Fred and Bernice Malina. 
Bruce worked at Rockwell International in Guelph for many years and more 

recently was a driver for the Guelph Mercury and Waterloo Region Record. He spent many 
years as a trainer and driver for Standardbred Horses in Ontario. 
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GPS (Grow Participate Serve)- 

Silent Auction 

 

On Sunday, October 21, World Food Sunday, the 

GPS Team hosted a silent auction at noon along 

with a most delicious pizza lunch prepared by 

Jessica and Jonathan Rudow with the youth. 

There were donations of restaurant and grocery 

store gift cards, fresh breads, jars of preserves and 

apple sauce, muffins, turkey shepherd's pies, other pies, gift baskets of foods, Snoopy and other 

cookies and more wonderful foods. 

There was a children's table of yummy goodies all at an 

affordable price of $ .50 each  and a children's silent 

auction table of treats as well.  

The final amount raised by Jessica, Jonathan and the 

youth from the pizza auction was $158.50. This money 

went towards youth activities.  

The adult and children's silent auction, along with the 

children's goodies raised $1,714.05.  This amount went 

into the General Fund. 

Many thanks to everyone who participated or 

helped in any way. 

Food, Fellowship, Laughter.....Priceless! 

 

Bette Cummings, 

GPS Team. 
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GPS Winter Wear Drive 

Thanks again to our many generous donors of items and dollars towards the Children's Winter 

Wear Drive in support of Woolwich 

Community Services.  In addition to the 

congregation at Trinity United Church, we 

also thank the many friends and family who 

contributed items, as well as Programmed 

Insurance Brokers for their coat drive.  The 

PIB coat drive contributed a large number 

of winter wear items as well as $900 in 

cash contributions. 

The request for winter wear items for 

specific children in our community grows each year.  In this fourth year of our children's winter 

wear drive, the request was almost double what it was in 2017.  As a result of the efforts of 

many individual contributors (and the help of additional sorters and organizers including Jessica 

Rudow, Rev. Sue, and Leasa and Brooke Donkersgoed), we were able to provide approximately 

215 size-specific items to children in our community!  Way to go everyone!!!! 

 Christy Humphrey and Melissa Hallock, on behalf of the GPS Team 

  

Use the Gifts with Vision catalogue to do 

your Christmas shopping and you will be 

supporting the Mission & Service of the 

United Church of Canada. 

giftwithvision.ca 

http://www.giftwithvision.ca/
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Community Can Dine 

 CCD continues to be offered to everyone in our community on the second Friday of every 

month. Recent feedback we have obtained continues to show that this is an important program 

in our community and to Trinity.  

We recently set up a white board in the 

fellowship hall beside the serving table. 

The purpose of this board is to 

acknowledge groups, individuals and 

businesses for their contributions by 

writing the names of that month's 

supporter(s) on the board. We thought it 

was important to show gratitude to all 

support of our beloved program but also 

to inspire others to possibly help too, in 

whatever capacity that looks like for them.  

Another new development is our facebook page. We are hoping to use our page as a way to 

share upcoming menu's, recipes and get feedback from our particpants. This way of sharing 

information will be extremely important as we move 

towards our redevelopment project. You can help by liking 

us on Facebook: Community Can Dine Elmira, ON and add 

your friends and like and share our posts!  

CCD is offered the second Friday of the month from 6-730pm and as always is pay what you 

can.  

We are ALWAYS in need of 

help! Please reach out to us 

if you can support this vital 

program in any way.  

Melissa Hallock on behalf of 

CCD committee.  

  



18 
 

Welcomed by baptism on Sunday, October 7, 2018: 

Rosa Ackland    Elena Knudsen   Josephine Rudow 
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An Invitation for You… 
 

Do you feel blue during the Christmas season?  Have you experienced a loss this year that has 
you down?  Perhaps a loved one has died, or you lost a significant relationship or your job?  
Maybe you’ve lost some aspect of your health? 
 
If so, I invite you to our Community Memorial Service which is being held at Trinity this year.  
This service, also known as a Blue Christmas service, is open to anyone seeking some quiet in 
the midst of all the hustle and bustle of the season. It will be a gentle service of hope and 
healing, along with the opportunity to light a candle. 
 
Join me on Sunday, December 2nd at 7 p.m.  Refreshments will be served after the service. 
 

Rev. Sue  



20 
 

Music 
 
Music at Trinity has gotten off to a great start this year! The choir has been busy leading the 

singing in the 11:00 service, and has been performing 3 anthems each month. We are also 

excited that the band has been playing again at the 9:30 service, and I am intrigued by the new 

possibilities to explore in both the traditional and contemporary music styles. As the Christmas 

season approaches, a number of big music projects are approaching as well. The Trinity choir 

will be performing December 9th at 7:00 pm for the Community Christmas Choir Celebration at 

Floradale Mennonite Church, where we will be singing carols, performing one piece alone and 

joining forces with the other choirs of Elmira for 2 special pieces. Then, on the 16th, we are 

excited to be having a service of lessons and carols at 11:00 am, where we will musically 

contemplate and celebrate the coming of Jesus. I am truly blessed to be working with musicians 

and singers so enthusiastic to share their gifts, and it is my prayer that this blessing will 

continue to extend beyond me to the congregation! 

Tony Domzella 
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UCW Report 

Close to twenty ladies were out to our first UCW meeting in October. 

Lorraine Kidd prepared an interesting program for us on the topic “Let your life show your 

age?”. 

Unfortunately Lorraine wasn’t able to participate that day, but the rest of us had a very 

enjoyable time showing our age. 

The “Cooks in the Kitchen” have been busy again this fall thanks to Barb Taylor’s organizing. 

They made the apple crisp for Community Can Dine Thanksgiving dinner, and also have been 

busy making the usual apple crisp for sale. A cookie making bee is planned for early December, 

the cookies going to our senior congregation members and shut-ins.  

It’s nearly Christmas Time!  Come and celebrate with us. We are having a complete turkey 

dinner (including Christmas pudding). The event stuff starts off with a carol sing at 11:45, dinner 

by 12:15, short business to decide on our Christmas donations, worship service, communion, 

and candlelight singing of “Silent Night”. We are hoping that more than just the regular UCW 

members come. All ladies of the congregation and friends are welcome. Details are: 

Date: Thursday, December 13, 2018 

Time: 11:45 for the Carol Sing; 12:15 for Dinner 

Place: Fellowship Hall 

Cost: $20 

RSVP: Your telephone contact OR Sue Neufeld, 519 664 3388 

PS. This is also our thank offering meeting 

Submitted by Lyn Schwindt  
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News from Waterloo Presbytery 

This is my final report as your representative to Waterloo Presbytery, but that doesn’t 
mean that I won’t continue to represent Trinity Elmira in the new Region 8.  I have been your 
elected Representative (although acclaimed is more accurate) for the past 6 years, and it has 
been a very enjoyable experience.  Certainly, there were many meetings filled with discussions 
on topics that were controversial, such as the Remits which have led to the restructuring of the 
United Church Governance.  There were opportunities to celebrate milestones of congregations 
and to acknowledge congregations that had made decisions to close their churches.  Many 
churches in the Presbytery, including Knox Ayr, Trillium Cambridge, Harcourt Guelph, Drayton, 
University of Guelph Campus Ministry, and Trinity Elmira, have hosted meetings.  I enjoyed the 
opportunity to visit those churches to discover what other congregations have in common with 
Trinity, and to learn other ways of living out mission statements. 

The first meeting of the new Region 8 was held in Mount Forest on October 20, 2018.  
Clergy and lay representatives from congregations across mid-western Ontario including 
Kincardine, Tobermory, Collingwood, Caledon, all of Waterloo Presbytery, Listowel, and more, 
gathered at Mount Forest United Church for a day of connecting with old friends and 
establishing new relationships.  October 20 was “World Singing Day”, so we had the 
opportunity to sing “Ode to Song” which was written specifically for the day to the tune of “Ode 
to Joy”, and sung all around the world. (I’ve included the words of the song at the end of this 
article.) The gathering of 150+ people celebrated Communion with a liturgy that was written by 
Rev. Gord Dunbar and sung to the tune of “Blessed Assurance”. That was very different yet 
meaningful. 

The guest speaker for the afternoon was Betty Pries who is a consultant in conflict 
management and a professor of peace and conflict studies at UWaterloo.  She worked with 
Waterloo Presbytery a few years ago during its transition to a new way of doing things.  She 
spoke to the Region 8 group about the “Roller Coaster of Change Continuum”, where there is 
often high energy and excitement at the beginning of a project or change, then anxiety and 
frustration set in as time moves on and nothing seems to be happening. Once things do start 
happening, the excitement builds again. It is easy to think “Us-Them” and “Either-Or” but that 
can become destructive. Spiritual Maturity and empathy develop with “Both-And” thinking and 
the practice of compassion, humility, curiosity and grace.  Betty offered much food for thought 
that can apply to individual congregations as well as the new Region 8 and United Church 
structure. 

I have been serving on the Ministry Personnel & Staff Committee of Waterloo 
Presbytery for the past 3 years.  The work of this committee will now go to the Office of 
Vocation, which will continue to oversee Pastoral Relations (including Joint Needs Assessment 
Committees, Joint Search Committees, calls, appointments, and much more.) 

The final meeting of Waterloo Presbytery will be held on November 27 at First United, 
Waterloo. 

I will continue to represent Trinity Elmira as the transition to Region 8 moves forward. 
Thank you for your continued prayers and support.   Blessings, Karen Ross 
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2018 Song of the Year “Ode to Song” 

Music by Ludwig van Beethoven. Lyrics curated by Scott Johnson. Sung to the tune of 
Beethoven’s “Ode to Joy”, these lyrics have been pulled together from 20 popular songs as a 
tribute to the power of song with an invitation to sing along. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For more information, go to https://worldsingingday.org/song-of-the-year/ 

 

 

Maintenance Notes 

As we search for a new snow clearing 
company, we will do our best to keep the 
sidewalks, if not the parking lot, clear of 
snow and ice. 

The boiler is working… so far! 

Brad Roth

4. We did not ignite the fire 

But we’re standing in the flame 

Do we lift ourselves up higher 

Do we wallow in the pain 

 

5. Let us rise up, face the music 

Take it to the streets today 

Got a heart and soul, then use it 

Do it now and don’t delay 

 

6. We’re the ones to make the magic 

And we’ve only just begun 

Sing along and just imagine 

How the world can be as one.  

 

1. Times they are a-changin’ faster 

Can you see what’s goin’ down 

People long for love and laughter 

Can you see it clearly now 

 

2. Take a sad song, make it better 

Sing it out and sing it strong 

Everybody get together 

Raise your voice and sing along 

 

3. We’re the ones to make the magic 

And we’ve only just begun 

Sing along and just imagine 

How the world can be as one 
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Finance & Property Team 

Overall things have been pretty quiet on the Finance & Property front, which is probably a good 
thing! Our financial position as of the end of October 31, 2018 is: 

 As of October 31, 2018 

Income $121,581.80 

Expenses $157,337.72 

Net Deficit ($35,755.90) 

Manse Income $11,721.52 

Solar panel income $  2,200.00 

Net Deficit ($21,834.40) 

 

Unfortunately, we are running a deficit overall, but hopefully over the months of November 
and December we can turn things around and finish this year in a breakeven position.     Over 
the next few months please support any fundraising activities that take place at the church, 
consider giving the church a Christmas gift and if you aren’t on PAR try to ensure you give what 
you would give on each Sunday even if you aren’t there.  

Average Giving or Median Giving  - Where Do You Fit? 
 
An average gift is, most simply, the sum total of all the gifts divided by the number of gifts.  It’s 

easy to calculate but it is only one way to look at giving because it can be 
easily skewed by outliers such as one or two very large donations or a large 
number of small donations.  For instance, one person who gives an 
extremely generous gift can raise the average significantly. It would then be 
easy to assume, from the higher average, that everyone is giving at a higher 
level than is true.  At Trinity, the average gift is $1216.50. 
 

A median gift, however, is the middle of a sorted list of numbers. To find the median you place 
the numbers in order from highest to lowest and find the middle number. At Trinity, our 
median gift is $895.00.  This means that half the donors give more than this amount and half 
give less. 
 
Is there room to grow your giving?  
 
Please consider increasing your envelope or PAR offering.  This will help to offset our annual 
deficit pattern. Contact our Katie Hackert, who keeps track of givings, at 
katiehbooks@gmail.com. 
Randy Warren  

Finance & Property Team

mailto:katiehbooks@gmail.com
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Leadership Council 

It's beginning to feel a lot like Christmas! Snow is on the ground, decorations are being put up 

and my neighbours have turned on their Christmas lights. At Trinity, we're planning for the 

Sunday School pageant, Breakfast with St. Nick, Christmas Eve services and more. The 

Christmas season seems to being a whole other level of "busy-

ness" into our lives.  

It's easy to get caught up in the "busy-ness" of the season and to get weighed down by the 

expectations that accompany it.  

I've found this handy guide to remind me what I need to do this holiday season. It's currently 

posted on our "command centre" -- the bulletin & white board by our door that hosts the kids' 

school calendars and reminders of all the things we need to do or buy or give or get. I hope it 

helps you as much as it helps me, to remind me what is important and to celebrate the 

Christmas season with hope, peace, joy and love.  

Many blessings for a happy and joyous Christmas season, from me and the Trinity Leadership 

Team. 

Mary Feldskov 
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M & P Committee Report 

We are pleased to report that we have an awesome staff at Trinity United Church, Elmira and 

they are doing a great job (individually and as a team) on our behalf… but you probably already 

knew that. 

A quick reminder of who they are & what 

they do… 

Reverend Sue Campbell as our Minister 

challenges and inspires our faith journey & 

commitment to God. Thoughtful, caring, 

intelligent, sincere and always positive, we 

feel blessed to have her as our spiritual 

leader. 

Susan Beinarovics as our Office 

Administrator keeps everyone on the 

‘straight & narrow’. Need something, talk to 

Susan. And have you noticed her talents in 

the weekly Trinity Announcements (email), the Voice and on our website? 

Brad Roth as our Custodian is the ‘behind the scenes’ person. Quietly going about his business, 

he keeps the church operating smoothly & efficiently (as much as an old building will allow). 

Karen Orr as our new Youth and Children Coordinator has given new excitement & energy to 

these programs. Full of ideas, enthusiasm and a contagious smile, it is hard to miss Karen at 

Trinity. 

Tony Domzella as our new Music Director has filled the church with beautiful music. We knew 

he was talented on the piano & guitar (pretty good vocals as well) but his newfound abilities on 

the organ have been a wonderful surprise. 

Katie Hackert as our off-site Treasurer works with Randy (Finance & Property) and helps to 

keep our financial house in order. “God loves a generous giver.” 

God has truly blessed our church family with these people and we invite you to show your 

appreciation and support (in thought, prayer, word & deed) whenever possible. 

Blessings, 

John Osborne & Tim Donkersgoed, Ministry & Personnel Committee 



27 
 

Christmas Pageant: Peace is Here Today 
 

Join us on Sunday, Dec. 23rd for our annual Christmas pageant!  This “Gathered Pageant”, 

written by United Church musician Linnea Good and Bari Castle is a wonderful way to enter into 

the Christmas story.  

 

“Gathered Pageants" are dramas for worship that tell 

the nativity story through the eyes of two main 

characters. They follow the ancient tradition of 

enacting the biblical story with pageantry and shared 

music. These events invite everyone in the room to 

enter the unfolding story, through scripted and silent 

participation, creating a new experience of the story 

and its meanings in our lives.  

 

This year’s pageant is entitled “Peace is Here Today”.  

Olive the Architect and Burl the Builder are enlisted 

in Bethlehem to help a client find "peace".  Trying - 

unsuccessfully - to build a wall of increasing size to block out the intrusion of humanity in the 

next-door neighbour's yard (an Inn with a stable slowly overflowing with shepherds, livestock, 

angels, magi and a couple with a newborn), they discover that true peace is really found 

through connection with others and trust in God's loving presence.  
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Elmira and District Ministerial 

This lovely group of local clergy meets monthly over breakfast at Crossroads restaurant in 

Elmira.  It’s an informal gathering where we catch up on news on what is happening in one 

another’s churches and offer support and care to each other.  More importantly, however, it is 

about building trust, deepening relationships, and dwelling on what we share in common. 

 

This fall, in the wake of the Humboldt tragedy and the Toronto van attack, we began a 

discussion on emergency preparedness and best practices.  We have plans to follow up with the 

mayor and ward councillors in the new year since we are well-positioned in our faith 

communities to act quickly and offer hands-on practical and pastoral support. 

 

We also continue our shared practice of planning joint services and events:   

 a well-attended summer ecumenical service August 26th at Gibson Park with Rev. Jim 

Loepp-Thiessen from Floradale Mennonite preaching 

 our annual Memorial Service, to be held this year here at Trinity on Sunday, Dec. 2nd at 

7 p.m. 

 our annual Carol Sing, to be hold this year at Floradale Mennonite on Sunday, Dec. 9th at 

7 p.m. 

 

Ecumenism is alive and well in Elmira! 

Rev. Sue 

 

 

Looking for the best seat?  

Why not give the sound booth a try? 

Running the media for a Sunday morning worship is 

easy. 

 If I can do it, so can you! 

Contact Susan in the church office to take advantage 

of this fantastic offer. 
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